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Upcoming Events 

January 7th @ 1830 
Board Meeting 

Castle & Cook Aviation 
2nd Floor Conference Room 

& Virtually via Microsoft Teams or Zoom 

January 8 @ 1830 
General Membership 

Virtual Meeting 
Zoom Invite Sent out by email 

January 2nd, 9th, 16th, 26th, & 
30 @ 0930 

Weekly Saturday Fly-Solo 
Details on Page 4

President’s Message 
So Long 2020, Hello 2021!
I would like to start by wishing everyone a safe and healthy 
holiday season. 
The holiday season, which is typically a time for socializing, 
Christmas parties, and getting together with family and 
friends, is different this year in many ways from past years. 
The pandemic has changed normality and forced 
cancellation of many holiday events around the world this year as 
governments put restrictions in place to try and limit the spread of the virus. 
I certainly will not miss 2020 as it finds its place in the history books. We do 
have reason for optimism as we look forward to 2021. Events and activities 
should slowly return to normal as people get vaccinated and we get the virus 
under control. Hopefully, by the summer we can start scheduling fly-outs and 
other social events for people to enjoy. 
Amid the pandemic, the Washington Pilots Association is still working for you! 
We are working with airport managers and legislators to look out for General 
Aviation interests. Many educational and training activities have gone on-line 
to help maintain currency. Simulation Flight is open for business where pilots 
can train for their instrument rating. IFR rated pilots can maintain their 
instrument currency, plus they can get an IPC and may at the same time get a 
BFR (provided they are current with landings). And, thanks to Jerry Barkley we 
have announced a WPA benefits program where you can save on pilots 
supplies and services. Many pilots are already saving when they order from 
Aircraft Spruce. 
General Aviation use has actually increased during the pandemic as many 
pilots and individuals feel it is safer to travel by GA then the airlines during 
these times. 
The Snohomish County Council and Paine Field Airport 
management have formed the “Master Plan 
Stakeholder Committee”, and you will be pleased to 
know that your local WPA chapter has two 
representatives on the committee: Rich Jones and 
Gregg Ortega. With the closure of runway 11/29 
additional real estate becomes available for FBOs, fuel 

by Rick Beckert 
PFCWPA President

CONTINUED PAGE 2
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A Quick Word from the Board 
Thanks to the membership who participated in 
this year’s BOD Election. The election of 
officers for 2021 was unanimous for the current 
officers and the 2021 Director. 

✓President: Richard Beckert 
✓President: Jerry Barkley 
✓Secretary: Larry Hinton 
✓Treasurer: George Futas 
✓2021 Director: Will Tilse 

Congratulations to our re-elected board members and the rest of the Board of 
Directors thank them for continuing their commitment.

2021 Northwest Aviation 
Conference and Trade Show 
Canceled! 
Member and Chapter Secretary Larry Hinton reported to us in December that our regional Spring trade show had 
become one of the latest cancelations of the many we’ve had to endure this year. 
Per the email Larry shared, “Due to the Washington State event restrictions, it is 
with very heavy hearts we announce the difficult decision to cancel the 2021 
Northwest Aviation conference and Trade Show, February 20/21.” 
In the same email, they indicated that they were “currently exploring the logistics 
of hosting a virtual version of the event to help fulfill networking and certification 
needs for our attendees. Although this will be very different than our much loved 
live event, we anticipate some fantastic opportunities that will translate to valuable 
face time with our Northwest partners and attendees.” 
Further information an be obtained from Rachel Hansen at rachel@washington-
aviation.org or by calling (360) 427-5599. �  NB

suppliers, hangers, tie-down, and possibly a restaurant. Their job is to make 
sure that GA interests at Paine Field are represented and that a share of the new 
real estate that becomes available is used for GA purposes. 
One event we were able to participate in this year was the work party at the 
Skykomish Airport. 
Finally, if you have not yet renewed your membership in WPA, please do so 
ASAP and please consider donating to the Youth Scholarship Fund as our 
Christmas party fund raising event was cancelled this year. Your membership in 
WPA is important to us as we continue to work to protect GA interests at Paine 
Field and around the state. 
Please enjoy the holiday season while staying safe and healthy! �  RB

2021 Paine Field Leadership
President Richard Beckert ............................

president@wpapainefield.org 

Vice President Jerry Barkley ........................
vice_president@wpapainefield.org 

Secretary Larry Hinton ..................................
secretary@wpapainefield.org 

Treasurer George Futas ................................
treasurer@wpapainefield.org 

2021 Director Will Tilse ...............................
director-2021@wpapainefield.org 

2020 Director Greg Ortega .........................
director-2020@wpapainefield.org 

2019 Director Ned Bingham .......................
director-2019@wpapainefield.org 

Past President Richard Jones ......................
past-president@wpapainefield.org 

Committees/Projects
Safety Programs George Futas ...................

Aviation Academy TBD ................................

Scholarship Committee Kevin Kelley .........

Membership Director Will Tilse ..................

General Meeting Logistics George Futas .

General Meeting Programs Jerry Barkley 

Newsletter Editor Ned Bingham ................
newsletter@wpapainefield.org 

Website Ned Bingham .................................
webmaster@wpapainefield.org 

AOPA Airport Watch Rich Jones .................

Adopted Airport (Skykomish) Rich Jones 

The Paine Field Flyer is Copyright © 
2020-2021 by the Paine Field Chapter of 

the Washington Pilots Association.
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Safety & Education 
Weather Briefings Can Be Your Friend
Winter weather is upon us and requires extra caution. However, in both summer 
and winter weather is a major cause of GA accidents. Be informed, use good 
judgment, be safe. 

25% of 60,000 GA accidents studied were weather related 
35% of ALL FATAL GA accidents were due to weather 

I’ve extracted highlights from a review written by Tim Vasquez, a professional meteorologist. If 
you want to read the 8-page article, contact me for a PDF copy: gfutas@gmail.com. 

In Closing 
As many NTSB reports and CVR transcripts have shown, the realization that a pilot is out of his depth usually comes swiftly and 
suddenly. The keys to lengthening the margin between safe flight and disaster are knowledge, experience, and situational 
awareness. �  GF

George Futas 
PFCWPA Treasurer & CFII

What’s the Cause? 
Low ceilings, fog, precipitation, and weather below minimums 
(but not icing) contributed to 69 percent of all fatal weather-
related accidents. This points to VFR flight into IMC, lack of IFR 
training, poor situational awareness, and the need to properly 
use available weather information. Icing, carb ice, and density 
altitude contributed another 18 percent of fatal accidents. 

The Weather Briefing 
How you approach the briefing is actually just as important as 
the information. Many pilots get stuck in a go/no-go mentality, 
which only provides a superficial look at things. The correct 
technique is to take in all the information, build a full mental 
picture of what’s happening along your route, and from there, 
decide how it will impact your flight. 

Ceilings 
Be aware of the distinction between MSL and AGL. Cloud 
heights associated with airports are customarily given in AGL. 
But area guidance products, area forecasts, and PIREPs, use 
MSL. 

Mountain Obscuration 
Controlled flight into terrain is disturbingly common, and it 
happens even to highly trained pilots. Of course, accurate 
navigation is critical in the mountains. Any combination of 
significant moisture and instability always means the potential 
for low ceilings and visibility in mountainous terrain. 

Turbulence 
Turbulence is easily anticipated. Mechanical turbulence is 
linked closely to strong surface-based instability, strong 
pressure gradients, and speed shear and directional shear in 
the lowest mile of the atmosphere. In mountainous regions, a 

rule of thumb 
for moderate 
or greater 
turbulence is 
winds over 20 
knots near the 
tops of 
mountains and 
ridge lines, 
especially 
perpendicular 
to mountain 
ranges. 

Wind 
Sudden changes usually come from the approach of outflow 
boundaries, which can surge outward up to 30-40 miles from a 
storm and produce unexpected wind shifts. Pilots can’t really 
second-guess gusts in the models and TAFs, but anything that 
strengthens the differences between the surface winds and 
the winds at 1000 or 2000 feet will increase your risk of gusty 
runway conditions. 

Icing 
Danger areas are near and just above the freezing level, 
normally -5 to +10 degrees C. The go-to tool in meteorology is 
the Skew-T chart. The Aviation Weather website offers easy-to-
read cross-sections under their Flight Path Tool that provide 
not only icing potential but temperatures, giving you a clear 
picture of safe and dangerous altitudes. 

Convective Weather 
Avoid thunderstorms. The FAA recommends remaining 20 NM 
outside thunderstorms. A study noted that the survivability of a 
GA accident in a thunderstorm is lower than 50/50. 

"CARICATURE OF OLD MAN WINTER" BY "ETAMME", 
CC BY-SA 3.0, VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

mailto:gfutas@gmail.com
mailto:gfutas@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Man_Winter#/media/File:Old_man_winter.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
http://www.wpapainefield.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Man_Winter#/media/File:Old_man_winter.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
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Weekly Saturday Fly-Solo 
Responsibly Practicing Social Distancing in the Air:  
With all restaurants being closed and the social distancing many 
of us are practicing, our Weekly Fly-Outs must take on a slightly 
different feel for a while. We encourage all of our members to go 
flying if they want. Even choose to coordinate it with other 
members on/at the normal Weekly time. However, let’s all be safe 
and do our part to make sure we’re not unduly impacting services, 
both on the ground and in the air. 

Regardless, if you do go flying, share your photos! If you send 
them to newsletter@wpapainefield.org before the 20th of 
the month, every effort will be made to include them! 

Member Howard Johnson submitted the photo above of 
his flight from a few weeks ago. 

“This was a solo flight to shed the rust […]. IFR PAE to SHN for RNAV 23 low 
approach, straight out for an RNAV 24 at HQM full stop. Stretched my legs, 

used the facilities and flew VFR up the beach to Near Bay then eastbound for 
an ILS 08 to CLM. Landed, taxied back then flew a leisurely VFR back to PAE. 
Delightful flight and fun refresher!” - Howard Johnson - V35B ~ N123EC

Photo Courtesy of Howard Johnson

January 8th General Membership 
Virtual Meeting 

Where: Online via Zoom 
When: Meeting Starts @ 1830 
Program: 

Officer & Committee Reports 
PAE Master Plan Committee 
WPA Benefits Program 
2021 Schedule Review 
Q&A 

Meeting information has already been sent out via 
email to currently active members. Please check your 
email and if you have not received the invite, please 
contact president@wpapainefield.org for the details.

Attention Washington 
Pilots 
Its time to Renew Our Annual Membership

It’s a little tougher this year with fewer opportunities to gather, but the work of the WPA goes 
on. Many chapters are holding virtual meetings and (when the weather is better) we’re still 
flying. If you haven’t, please go to the WPA website - www.wpaflys.info/membership/payment/
cc.aspx - and join or renew today! 

WPA Member Benefits Program
If the lack of gatherings is a disappointment (it is), the Member Benefits Program should be encouraging. Some 
examples of those discounts include a case of XC20-50 for $48, or take advantage of a five to 15 percent discount 
with your future orders from Aircraft Spruce! 

by George Steed 
WPA Statewide Past President

CONTINUED PAGE 5
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Sometimes it's hard to spend $40 for dues, but I've already saved $200 this year in purchases alone just by employing 
the WPA 2021 Member Benefits Program. If you have any questions, please contact your chapter's president for the 
details. 

That’s Not All
And if that isn't enough, on January 1st, we'll pull a name at random from the paid 
members list and I'll cast a set of The Best Damn Chocks on the Field for the winner or 
their designee! These chocks will feature your N-number on the front chock and your 
aircraft's logo on the other chock. 

These chocks are cast from aircraft pistons that'll outlast 
your airplane and make you the envy of lesser pilots on 
the field. These usually run $200 a set. 
Support your 
chapter and the 
work of the State 
WPA all the while 
saving money on 
equipment, 

supplies, parts, fuel, and other vital services. 
Hey! You just might score a cool set of chocks for 
joining or renewing today! 

To Join or Renew: 

1. Browse to www.wpaflys.org 
2. Click the button labeled “Join or Renew for 

2021” 
3. Enter your Last Name and your Zip Code 

• If you recently moved and haven’t 
updated your information with the WPA, 
use your old zip code. 

4. Click your name to begin the process of 
renewing. 

• If you are not a member, you will not see 
your name and the page will indicate 
that it can't find your membership and 
offer you to become a new member. 

But Wait… There’s MORE!
How would you like to receive General Aviation 
News at a discounted rate? Take advantage of this 
discount. 
All that is required to activate the subscription is to choose the option while you are renewing your 2021 membership 
dues online, or by indicating the dollar amount on the paper form. 
A one year subscription — 24 issues — cost only $25.00 with your 2021 WPA membership, and its easy to add a 
subscription to your renewal dues, or as a new member. 
The regular price is $29.95 ==> Save $4.25 and purchase another gallon of 100L <== �  GS

https://www.wpaflys.info/membership/payment/cc.aspx
https://www.wpaflys.org
http://www.wpapainefield.org
https://www.wpaflys.info/membership/payment/cc.aspx
https://www.wpaflys.org
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Paine Field Master Plan Update 
The Paine Field Master Plan update is now underway. The last master plan update was done in 
2002 and can be viewed on the Paine Field web site at: https://www.painefield.com/153/Airport-
Master-Plan. You will note that there is a place holder here for publishing activities as the master 
plan update proceeds. It is anticipated that the master plan update will take more than two years to 
accomplish. 
Our Paine Field WPA Chapter is involved in the master plan update as we have representation on 
the Stakeholder Advisory Committee. I am the official representative from our WPA chapter but we 
managed to get another spot on this committee as well. For you who may not know him, Gregg 
Ortega is one of our WPA chapter members who lives on Frontier Air Park. As part of the Stakeholder Advisory 

Pilots and Air Traffic Controllers May Receive 
Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine, with Appropriate 
Precaution 

WASHINGTON — Following the Emergency Use Authorization from 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for Pfizer, Inc.’s COVID-19 
vaccine, the FAA has determined that pilots may receive the vaccine 
under the conditions of their FAA-issued airman medical 
certification. FAA Air Traffic Controllers, who are subject to FAA 
medical clearance, may also receive the vaccine. 
To maintain the highest level of safety in the National Airspace 
System, the agency will require aviation professionals with medical 
certifications or medical clearances to observe a period of 48 hours 
following the administration of this vaccine before conducting 
safety-sensitive aviation duties, such as flying or controlling air 
traffic. 
Because the Pfizer vaccine requires two doses, 21 days apart for 
maximum effectiveness, this waiting period applies after each dose. 
The FAA anticipates taking no additional measures to ensure safety 
after the initial window for side effects closes. However, the 
agency’s medical professionals will continuously monitor the initial 
distribution of the novel vaccine and documented clinical results 
and will adjust these recommendations as needed. 
The FAA will evaluate vaccines from other manufacturers as they 
receive FDA authorization in the coming weeks and months and will 

advise pilots and air traffic controllers of any waiting periods required for those vaccines. 
The FAA applies similar brief waiting periods after administration of other vaccines, including those for tuberculosis 
and typhoid. 
The FAA encourages Americans to receive COVID-19 vaccinations as authorized by FDA. This policy announcement 
pertains to a specialized group of FAA-certificated professionals who perform safety-sensitive aviation duties. 
For more information, please visit the Medical Certification page at faa.gov/licenses_certificates/medical_certification/. 
�  FAA — December 12, 2020 12:37:30 PM EST — https://www.faa.gov/news/updates/?newsId=96258

by Richard Jones 
PFCWPA Past President

CONTINUED PAGE 7
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Time Agenda Lead

1:00

Introductions:

• Welcome

• Meeting objectives

• Introduce members

Terry Ryan, Chair

1:20
Stakeholder Advisory Committee Roles and Responsibilities


• Charge to the Committee

• Decision-making structure

Rita Brogan, Facilitator

1:35

Airport Master Planing 101

• What is an Airport Master Plan?

• Roles of FAA and Snohomish County

• Federal Grants and Assurance

Landrum & Brown Project Team

1:50

The Context

• Regional economic overview

• Historical context

• Examples of similar airports

Landrum & Brown Project Team

2:30 Initial Issues for Consideration Landrum & Brown Project Team

2:40 Round Robin Rita Brogan, Facilitator

3:00 Next Steps and Adjourn Terry Ryan, Chair

Committee selection process each Snohomish County Council member was allowed to select a representative from 
their district. Gregg Ortega was selected by the Snohomish County Council member for his district. I was very happy to 
see a second general aviation oriented person joining us on the Stakeholder Advisory Committee. Gregg was not able 
to make the first virtual meeting because he was out of the country at the time and he was not able to get a good 
enough network connection to join the virtual meeting. I am glad that there are two of us as I may not be able to attend 
all of the meetings over the next two plus years. 
The kickoff meeting for the Stakeholder Advisory Committee was held on November 19, from 1:00 to 3:00 PM via 
Microsoft Teams virtual meeting. The agenda for the meeting was as follows: 

A fair bit of time was spent on the master plan update process via a presentation given by the Landrum & Brown 
Consulting team: https://www.landrum-brown.com/en/. You will note from their web site that they have done a lot of 
large airport projects around the world including work at our more local Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. You will 
not find anything regarding the Paine Field project on their web site at this time. CONTINUED PAGE 8
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CLASSIFIEDS 
BFR’s, Instrument proficiency or IFR Rating in your 
airplane. Special rate for WPA members. 
George Futas, CFII, ASME - 425-260-4445 

Simulation Flight provides IFR and VFR proficiency 
training in their FAA approved simulator. 
Over 30 aircraft types, Round Gages and Electronic Flight 
Display, including G1000, 180º video display, and realistic 
motion. By appointment - www.simulationflight.com 
Contact Bob Collins, ATP, CFII - 425-374-1954 

AWO Hangar For Sale - Estate Sale: Buy your Own Private 
Hangar @ KAWO - Part of 10 Unit Condo Association - 
Hangar Unit 45 ft. wide x 36 ft. Deep,  with  finished  Celling 
 of 14 ft. 2 inches - $100k O.B.O. Contact Jerry Barkley - 
jerrybarkley@msn.com for information 

Frontier Air Park Property - 3 bedroom rambler available 
- Large area to build a hangar - Air Rights available - $535K 
… Call Gregg Ortega at 360-659-4323 for information 

Advertisements are free to WPA members for aviation related items and/or 
services 

When space is limited, priority will be given to Paine Field Chapter members 
Paid advertising is available for non-aviation related items/services in the state 

WPA WINGS newspaper 

Newsletter Submissions Needed 

Do You Think You Have What It Takes? Is there an Aviation topic or event that you’re familiar with 
that you think other members would be interested in? Do you want to share that awesome photo 
you took on your last flight? Did you just visit a new on/near airport restaurant and want to share 
your experience? Are you not sure about any of the above questions?!?! Well, I can help you with 
that! 
The Paine Flyer is always looking for great content. If you would like to have your submission 
included in the next issue, please send it to newsletter@wpapainefield.org by the 15th of the 
month and I’ll work with you to make sure it gets included. No special software or talent needed, 
just send text or unedited photo files and I’ll help you make it shine!

Ned Bingham 
Editor - The Paine Flyer

Paine Field administration intends the master plan update to be as transparent as possible with meetings recorded so 
that anyone can view the work being done. Unfortunately there was some sort of snafu and the recording of the kickoff 
meeting did not happen. I have asked Ryan Zulauf to post the presentation materials from the meeting on their web 
site and he advised that he would do this as well as make sure that all future meetings will be recorded as they had 
planned. 
The next step is for the Paine Field Airport Administration to send out a requirements questionnaire to all airport 
tenants. I asked “Who do you consider to be an airport tenant?” The answer was any person or entity who holds a lease 
on Paine Field. I was advised that this would happen soon but no date to complete has been provided yet. 
We are a very long way from discussions regarding a revised airport layout. That work is done toward the end of the 
master plan update. Our objective is to keep the general aviation community engaged in this project for the next two 
plus years and make sure that our issues are addressed in the updated master plan. �  RJ 

Discount for Paine Field Chapter Members
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