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President’s Message 
Summer Adventures Amid COVID-19
Now that we have some good flying weather, I hope that 
folks have been getting some flying in and keeping their 
skills sharp.  Simulation Flight is now open if you need to 
regain instrument currency.  Though, masks are required 
as Simulation Flight is an indoor businesses and due to 
the Governor’s mandate in response to COVID-19. 

For those of you who like back country flying, I 
would highly recommend that you consider 
Big Creek, U60.  My wife, Kolette, and I flew in 
there this past weekend and we had a great 
time.  We stayed at the big creek lodge where 
we were welcomed 
by very warm staff.  
They even drove us 
to a trailhead for a 
lovely hike down big 
creek with lots of 
flowers and 
awesome scenery. 

As some of you are probably aware, the lodge 
burned down in 2008.  The Idaho Aviation 
Foundation — a non profit organization which 
supports initiatives and projects designed to 
maintain, update and develop airstrips, 

improve access, and promote safety at background recreational airports — 
collected donations and took on the project of rebuilding the lodge which 
was finally 
completed in 
2018. 

Friday evening 
there were some 
good musicians 
who provided for 
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Upcoming Events 

September 3rd  @ 1830 
Board Meeting 

Castle & Cook Aviation 
2nd Floor Conference Room 

& Zoom/Microsoft Teams 

September 11th @ 1730 
End of Summer Hangar Party 

TBD 

September 5th, 12th, 19th, 
26th @ 0930 

Weekly Saturday Fly-Solo 
Details on Page 6

by Rick Beckert 
PFCWPA President
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some good entertainment. The food was excellent and if you stay at the lodge, 
breakfast is included. 

Although the airstrip is fairly long at 3500 feet, it is high at 5700 feet elevation, 
so you should remember to check density altitude and make sure your 
airplane has adequate performance.  It does sit in a mountain valley with some 

of the surrounding peaks 
reaching around 9000 feet.  It 
also has a little slope to it; 
generally, pilots take off downhill 
to the north and land uphill to the 
south.  The river flows north and 
then east, so taking off to the 
North allows you to follow the 
river until you have adequate 
altitude to clear the surrounding 
terrain. If you have any doubts 
your mountain flying competency 
you should get a mountain check 
out with your favorite CFI. 

For more information, or to make 
a reservation at the lodge, please visit: 
www.bigcreeklodgeidaho.com.  Also, the forest 
service maintains the Big Creek campground at the 
south east end of the airstrip where you can tent camp 
for $10/night. 

For those of you considering flying into Big Creek you 
should definitely review the Big Creek Standard Operating Procedures 
which can be found here: https://itd.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/
2020/06/BigCreek_SOP_Aero.pdf. �  RB

BELOW IS A PICTURE OF THE 
AIRSTRIP LOOKING NORTH WITH MY 
AIRPLANE PARKED IN THE TIE DOWN 
AREA ON THE RIGHT.

2020 Paine Field Leadership
President Richard Beckert ............................

president@wpapainefield.org 

Vice President Jerry Barkley ........................
vice_president@wpapainefield.org 

Secretary Larry Hinton ..................................
secretary@wpapainefield.org 

Treasurer George Futas ................................
treasurer@wpapainefield.org 

2020 Director Greg Ortega .........................
director-2020@wpapainefield.org 

2019 Director Ned Bingham .......................
director-2019@wpapainefield.org 

2018 Director Will Tilse ...............................
director-2018@wpapainefield.org 

Past President Richard Jones ......................
past-president@wpapainefield.org 

Committees/Projects
Safety Programs George Futas ...................

Aviation Academy TBD ................................

Scholarship Committee Kevin Kelley .........

Membership Director Will Tilse ..................

General Meeting Logistics George Futas .

General Meeting Programs Jerry Barkley 

Newsletter Editor Ned Bingham ................
newsletter@wpapainefield.org 

Website Ned Bingham .................................
webmaster@wpapainefield.org 

AOPA Airport Watch Rich Jones .................

Adopted Airport (Skykomish) Rich Jones 

The Paine Field Flyer is Copyright © 2020 
by the Paine Field Chapter of 

the Washington Pilots Association.
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Coming Soon! WPA Member Benefits 
Program 

The Washington Pilot’s Association is excited to announce the WPA Member Benefits Program, 
to be rolled out in 2020. This Program connects quality general aviation vendors to the WPA 
organization and our serious and committed pilots. Through the Program, GA vendors provide 
discounts on their products and services to WPA members, and WPA members purchase the 
discounted GA goods and services from Program vendors. Program vendors and WPA members 
become personally connected, and Program vendors also become connected the WPA’s 
organizational activities.  

Maybe you have not joined the WPA or renewed your membership because you’re thinking “What’s in it for me?”. 
Since its founding, the WPA has provided broad benefits to general aviation in Washington state through its Four 
Pillars: Advocacy, Outreach, Education, and Social Activities. You don’t see these broad benefits directly, but they 
keep GA strong and pilots better able to fly.  

With the Member Benefits Program, the WPA will provide DIRECT benefits to individual members. With the Program, 
your membership will pay for itself in no time, and you will have more money for fuel! With an additional incentive for 
membership, the WPA will grow and expand its leading role ensuring that facilities and policies are in place to allow 
the spirit of GA adventure to continue to take flight, today and in the future.  

GA vendors who join the Program will benefit from connections to the WPA and its members, attract business and 
goodwill from WPA members, and also have input to the support, promotion, and lobbying activities of the WPA. 

We, the WPA, are you—GA pilots, airline pilots, GA vendors, mechanics, volunteer neighbors—anyone and everyone 
who benefits personally or financially from our aviation transportation system. 

We have begun contacting vendors about the WPA Member Benefits Program, and several have already agreed to 
join. Come check out the WPA booth at the Aviation Conference in February, and hear how it’s all going! 

Jerry Barkley 206-276-8540 WPAbenefits@gmail.com

by Jerry Barkley 
PFCWPA Vice President

A Quick Message From Your Board of Directors 
Once again, the Paine Field WPA Chapter Board of Directors has reluctantly canceled our chapter events for August 
and September due to the statewide restrictions on gatherings. The biggest of these events being our end-of-summer 
Hangar Party. We’ve continued to discuss some chapter-only/restricted events at venues where social distancing can 
be better accomplished for those who wish to. Several members participated in a socially distanced get-together 
hosted by Jerry Barkley & the other owners at Riverview Airpark (9WA). Sorry for the low key announcement that was 
sent out via email. We didn’t want to draw too much unwanted attention to our events so that we cause unwarranted 
scrutiny. This is the reason why further details of this event were not more widespread. 

As we continue to come up with ideas to promote aviation amongst our membership we’ll be sure to send 
notifications out by email and the newsletter (when appropriate). We’re also doing our best to not cancel more events 
between now and the end of the year; however, the uncertainty surrounding restrictions on group events makes this 
very difficult. However, this is something that we would love to hear back from our membership on! So please be 
thinking of ideas and share them with us and your fellow members. Email the board at bod@wpapainefield.org with 
your ideas! �  PFCWPA BOD
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Safety and Education Corner 
Getting Back to Flying and Staying Proficient
With all the restaurant and destination closures, this past spring and summer has been a downer for 
flying for most of us.  Our flying proficiency has suffered, along with our emotional desire to be in the 
air.  We try to stay legally current.  Then, as we go to renew our aircraft insurance most of us find rate 
increases from tolerable to horrific.  Why? What do we need to do about this? 

The Why’s:  The COVID-19 restrictions placed on businesses, plus the concern for propagating 
infection has curtailed a lot of family visits.  So, look at your logbook and compare your flying 
time and training to last year and you’ll probably see a major change.  I have. 

The insurance industry has been paying out a lot of claims in recent years.  
The major hull damage claims are:  gear up landings, off field 
landings, plus storm damage. 

Then there are those controlled flight into terrain (CFIT) and 
loss of control (LOC) crashes which mean hull damage, usually 

loss of life plus personal lawsuit claims. 

The FAA, EAA, AOPA, and virtually all insurance companies stress the need for pilots to 
train often, maintain proficiency, and fly safely. 

HOWEVER, the elephant in the room, in my opinion, is EGO and JUDGEMENT, and is the major contributing factor in 
most accidents and crashes.  Think about it. 

What to DO about this:  In my 45 years as a CFI, I’ve found that pilots that regularly seek to maintain flying skills and 
proficiency also tend to develop a healthy dose of respect for decision making and judgement that favors flying 
safely over completing a planned flight.  That can mean cancelling a flight, or diverting when conditions may not be 
best for the planned flight. 

Most insurance companies offer discounts when pilots can show an ongoing pattern of credible training, especially 
when it incorporates both skills and good decision making. 

Some examples:  Courses, such as FAA & AOPA, especially when Wings credits 
are given (it takes a CFI or FAA designee approval to give credit).  Most courses 
are available on line and are free.  Just look on the FAA (https://
www.faasafety.gov/WINGS/) or AOPA-Air Safety Institute website (https://
www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/air-safety-institute). 

I recommend a Flight Review with a CFI each year, instead of every two years. For 
IFR pilots, ongoing IFR simulator training (in an FAA approved training device), 

plus an annual IPC. 

For those with a 3rd class Medical, or Basic Medical, being able to show that you have a physical exam every year 
also provides an indication that you are being proactive about your health, in addition to your flying skills.  As we get 
older, this is becoming more important for you and your family/friends when flying with you.  It’s also becoming 
important to insurance companies. 

Think about it, train often, fly smart, fly safe, land safely. �  GF

George Futas 
PFCWPA Treasurer & CFII

https://www.faasafety.gov/WINGS/
https://www.faasafety.gov/WINGS/
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http://www.wpapainefield.org
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A Quick Word from Your Editor 
Still trying to keep up!
Hi Everyone! Once again, I find myself publishing a multi-month newsletter this summer. All I can say is 
that y’all aren’t the only ones who can’t wait until we can safely get back to normal without risking our 
friends and family. 

For those who rely upon the The Paine Flyer for their events schedule: My apologies! With the vast 
majority of events unfortunately canceled for the remainder of the year I hope my inability to get a 
newsletter out every month hasn’t left you in a lurch. 

Two months ago it was looking like the fall would have more of a resemblance of normalcy for us all but that seems to 
be a fleeting idea at this point, always staying on the horizon. Every plane that flies overhead (even the big boys) has me 
craning to see what “show” I’m going to get to have for the day, all while lamenting not being able to find the time to 
finish a flight review. 

Here’s hoping everyone is continuing to stay safe and while having some fun despite the stir-craziness that I’m sure all of 
us share at this point. As you may have seen on the chapter Facebook group and the various chapter-wide emails that 
have been sent out, since many of our favorite fly-ins have been canceled this summer, the leadership is working on 
getting together some events where we can make up for some of the isolation that we’ve been forced to endure. When 
those events occur, I’ll hopefully have some photos to share for the next newsletter. 

As always, if you have any articles or news items that you want to disseminate to the membership, don’t hesitate to send 
them to newsletter@wpapainefield.org and I’ll do what I can to get them in the next newsletter (whenever it comes out)! 

Safe Flying! See you in the skies! �  NB

Ned Bingham 
Editor - The Paine Flyer

mailto:newsletter@wpapainefield.org
mailto:newsletter@wpapainefield.org
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Call For Nominations of 2021 Officers 

Send e-mail nominations to secretary@wpapainefield.org. Elections and an open call for nominations will be held at the 
November General Meeting. 

President
The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Chapter and shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter. He shall, with 
the assistance of the outgoing President, submit a report of the operations of his Chapter for the fiscal year to the State 
President of the Washington Pilots Association at their first regular meeting each year. He shall be an ex-officio member of all 
standing committees of the Chapter, sign all official documents, counter-sign all checks unless waved by the President, appoint 
all committees, and perform such duties as are required of this office. 

Vice President
In the absence or disability of the President, the Vice President shall exercise all powers and perform all duties of the Office of 
the President. The Vice President shall act as parliamentarian at all Chapter Meetings. 

Secretary
It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Chapter to keep the minutes of all the meetings. The Secretary shall attend to the 
giving and serving of all notices of the Chapter, handle all correspondence and is custodian of all documents and records, and 
shall keep a current list of all members. 

Treasurer
The Treasurer shall notify all members when dues are payable and receive all monies. The Treasurer shall notify the Membership 
Standing Committee Chairperson who will notify the applicant for membership of their election or rejection. The Treasurer shall 
give receipts for all monies and deposit same in the name of the Chapter in such repository as shall be selected by the 
members. The Treasurer shall keep correct records of the financial affairs of the Chapter, making monthly reports of said 
finances, have custody of all funds belonging to the Chapter and disburse same as authorized by the members. The Treasurer 
shall collect all annual dues and issue proper receipts to the members. He shall remit to the State Secretary or Treasurer within 
thirty days after receipt, appropriate dues together with the current name and address of each member paying dues and a 
statement as to whether each member’s dues are for a new or renewal of membership. 

2021 Director
Chapter Directors, by nature of their three year term, are to provide direction and continuity to the Board of Directors. The 
Chapter Directors, elected by the members, and the outgoing President acting as a Chapter Director, shall each be assigned by 
the newly elected President to act as Chairperson Pro Tem for one of the four Standing Committees. (See Article VIII - 
Committees)

http://www.wpapainefield.org
mailto:secretary@wpapainefield.org
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Weekly Saturday Fly-Solo 
Responsibly Practicing Social Distancing in the Air:  
With all restaurants being closed and the social distancing many 
of us are practicing, our Weekly Fly-Outs must take on a slightly 
different feel for a while. We encourage all of our members to go 
flying if they want. Even choose to coordinate it with other 
members on/at the normal Weekly time. However, let’s all be safe 
and do our part to make sure we’re not unduly impacting services, 
both on the ground and in the air. 

Regardless, if you do go flying, share you photos! If you send them 
to newsletter@wpapainefield.org before the 20th of the month, every effort will be made to include them!

Photos Courtesy of John Peck & Greg Bell

CLASSIFIEDS 
BFR’s, Instrument proficiency or IFR Rating in your 
airplane. Special rate for WPA members. 

George Futas, CFII, ASME - 425-260-4445 

Simulation Flight provides IFR and VFR proficiency 
training in their FAA approved simulator. 
Over 30 aircraft types, Round Gages and Electronic 
Flight Display, including G1000, 180º video display, 
and realistic motion. By appointment - 
www.simulationflight.com 

Contact Bob Collins, ATP, CFII - 425-374-1954 

Frontier Air Park Property - 3 bedroom rambler 
available - Large area to build a hangar - Air Rights 
available - $535K … 
Call Gregg Ortega at 360-659-4323 for information 

Advertisements are free to WPA members for aviation related items and/or 
services 

When space is limited, priority will be given to Paine Field Chapter members 
Paid advertising is available for non-aviation related items/services in the state 

WPA WINGS newspaper 

AWO Hangar For Sale - Estate Sale: Buy your Own 
Private Hangar @ KAWO - Part of 10 Unit Condo 
Association - Hangar Unit 45 ft. wide x 36 ft. Deep,  with 
 finished  Celling  of 14 ft. 2 inches - $100k O.B.O. 

Contact Jerry Barkley - jerrybarkley@msn.com for 
information 

Discount for Paine Field Chapter Members

http://www.simulationflight.com
mailto:jerrybarkley@msn.com
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