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President’s Message 
Loss of Bruce Fisher – Deputy Director – 
Operations
I recently learned that Bruce Fisher who served as Deputy 
Director – Operations is no longer employed at Paine 
Field.  The reasons for his departure are currently 
unknown and will likely remain so.  There are a number of 
positions at Paine Field that are “At-Will” positions which include the airport 
director, the two deputy directors and several other positions.  “At-will” means 
that an employer can terminate an employee at any time for any reason, 
except an illegal one, or for no reason without incurring legal liability. 
Likewise, an employee is free to leave a job at any time for any or no reason 
with no adverse legal consequences.  My good friend and fellow WPA 
member John Dobson used to be the Executive Director of the Port of 
Shelton which was also an “At-Will” position.  The Executive Director serves at 
the will of the three Port Commissioners who are elected officials.  After one 
election his employment was terminated as the first Port Commissioners 
meeting.  The reasons for termination were of course never discussed.  They 
just wanted someone else in the Executive Director’s office.  Such is the 
tenuous state of employment for anyone who serves in an “At-Will” position. 

Self Service Fuel at Paine Field
Earlier this month a construction crew arrived at Paine Field to begin installing 
a Self-Service fuel system for Castle & Cooke at the site of the old Self-Service 
fuel system.  This is a welcome sign for those of us who have had difficulty in 
getting fuel at Paine Field in a timely manner.  At least there will be more 
options again.  I understand that the system being installed will only hold 
3,000 gallons of fuel which seems a little light given the number of airplanes 
at Paine Field.  We will have to wait and see how this works out in practice.  
Hopefully this will alleviate the problems that many of us experienced all 
summer long where the wait times for the truck were sometimes measured in 
hours or fuel was just not available at all on some days. 

The Sudden Death of One of My Formation Flying Friends
Stephanie and I attended a celebration of life event at the Pitt Meadows 
airport in British Columbia last week for Rick Johnson.  I lead Rick out on his 

by Richard Jones 
PFCWPA President
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Upcoming Events 

October 3rd @ 1830 
Board Meeting 

Castle & Cook Aviation 
2nd Floor Conference Room 

October 4th @ 1730 
General Membership Meeting 

Sno-Isle TECH Le Bistro 

October 24th @ 1900 
VMC/IMC Forum 
Simulation Flight 

Oct. 5th, 12th, 19th, & 26th @ 
0930 

Weekly Saturday Fly-Out 
Meet @ Regal

http://www.wpapainefield.org
http://www.wpapainefield.org
http://www.wpapainefield.org


Washington Pilots Association Paine Field Chapter October 2019

The Paine Flyer © <Issue Year> www.wpapainefield.org �  of �2 7

2019 Paine Field Leadership
President Rich Jones .....................................

president@wpapainefield.org 

Vice President Dan Diessner .......................
vice_president@wpapainefield.org 

Secretary Richard Beckert ............................
secretary@wpapainefield.org 

Treasurer George Futas ................................
treasurer@wpapainefield.org 

2019 Director Ned Bingham .......................
director-2019@wpapainefield.org 

2018 Director Will Tilse ...............................
director-2018@wpapainefield.org 

2017 Director Jerry Barkley ........................
director-2017@wpapainefield.org 

Committees/Projects
Safety Programs George Futas ...................

Aviation Academy Jeff Phillips ...................

Scholarship Committee Kevin Kelley .........

Membership Director Will Tilse ..................

General Meeting Logistics George Futas .

General Meeting Programs Jerry Barkley 

Newsletter Editor Ned Bingham ................
newsletter@wpapainefield.org 

Website Ned Bingham .................................
webmaster@wpapainefield.org 

AOPA Airport Watch Rich Jones .................

Adopted Airport (Skykomish) Rich Jones 

The Paine Field Flyer is Copyright © 2019 
by the Paine Field Chapter of 

the Washington Pilots Association.

Call For Nominations of 2020 Officers 

Send e-mail nominations to secretary@wpapainefield.org. Elections and an 
open call for nominations will be held at the November General Meeting. 

President
The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Chapter and shall preside 
at all meetings of the Chapter. He shall, with the assistance of the outgoing 
President, submit a report of the operations of his Chapter for the fiscal year to the 
State President of the Washington Pilots Association at their first regular meeting 
each year. He shall be an ex-officio member of all standing committees of the 
Chapter, sign all official documents, counter-sign all checks unless waved by the 
President, appoint all committees, and perform such duties as are required of this 
office. 

Vice President
In the absence or disability of the President, the Vice President shall exercise all 
powers and perform all duties of the Office of the President. The Vice President shall 
act as parliamentarian at all Chapter Meetings. 

Secretary
It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Chapter to keep the minutes of all the 
meetings. The Secretary shall attend to the giving and serving of all notices of the 
Chapter, handle all correspondence and is custodian of all documents and records, 
and shall keep a current list of all members. 

Treasurer
The Treasurer shall notify all members when dues are payable and receive all 
monies. The Treasurer shall notify the Membership Standing Committee 
Chairperson who will notify the applicant for membership of their election or 
rejection. The Treasurer shall give receipts for all monies and deposit same in the 
name of the Chapter in such repository as shall be selected by the members. The 
Treasurer shall keep correct records of the financial affairs of the Chapter, making 
monthly reports of said finances, have custody of all funds belonging to the Chapter 
and disburse same as authorized by the members. The Treasurer shall collect all 
annual dues and issue proper receipts to the members. He shall remit to the State 
Secretary or Treasurer within thirty days after receipt, appropriate dues together with 
the current name and address of each member paying dues and a statement as to 
whether each member’s dues are for a new or renewal of membership. 

2020 Director
Chapter Directors, by nature of their three year term, are to provide direction and 
continuity to the Board of Directors. The Chapter Directors, elected by the 
members, and the outgoing President acting as a Chapter Director, shall each be 
assigned by the newly elected President to act as Chairperson Pro Tem for one of 
the four Standing Committees. (See Article VIII - Committees)
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October 4th General Membership Meeting 

Where: Sno-Isle Bistro 
Dinner By: Sno-Isle Bistro 
Cost: $15 per person at the door (Cash/Check Preferred) 
Schedule: 

Doors Open for Guest Check-In @ 1830 
Dinner Served @ 1900 

Program: 
Building Highways in the Sky: Steve Fulton 

RSVP: Email number attending and 
Names to wpa.painedinner@gmail.com or 
pre-purchase your ticket via the website by 
Monday Night

very first formation flight some years ago.  The first time out was a humbling experience for Rick as it is for most people 
but his steady efforts qualified him to participate in the annual Bonanzas to Oshkosh mass arrival.  A few years later 
Rick was promoted to “Element Leader” of one of the three ship elements.  Stephanie and I have had the pleasure of a 
number chance meetings with Rick and Marlene over the years.  It seems that we enjoy many of the same places and 
events.  Rick’s last flight in his 1960 M35 Bonanza was from his home base at the Pitt Meadows airport to the Victoria 
Flying Club at the Victoria International Airport.  One of his air traffic controller friends reviewed the flight records and 
could find no issues with Rick’s last flight.  He passed away while sitting in the flying club lounge not long after he 
arrived there. 

A large group of people gathered at Pitt Meadows to celebrate Rick’s life.  We were very glad to see how many friends 
Rick and Marlene have and I am sure that they will be a great source of comfort to Marlene going forward.  While Rick’s 
Bonanza will be sold his brother will move his Cessna 182 into the hangar that Rick and Marlene have owned for many 
years.  Their hangar is much more than a place to store the airplane.  It is more like a vacation home which overlooks 
the Frazier River to the south.  This arrangement will help Marlene stay connected to the airport community.  I am 
saddened by Rick’s sudden passing but I am also pleased to see the strength in the aviation community at Pitt 
Meadows.  Stephanie and I felt that we were a part of their community while we were there.�  RJ

Building Highways in the Sky 
Steve Fulton
Steve Fulton is a pioneer in the design and implementation of modern 
Performance-Based Navigation (PBN) instrument flight procedures and the 
modernization of airspace operations. As a Technical Pilot at Alaska Airlines 
beginning in 1992, he led the development of improved aircraft departure and 
arrival operations using Required Navigation Performance (RNP) beginning in 
Juneau, Alaska and then across Southeast Alaska.   The leadership provided by 
Steve in this work resulted in significant safety and economic benefits that has 
served as a model for all subsequent US and international deployments of RNP. In 
February 2003, Fulton co-founded Naverus to provide RNP solutions for airlines 
and air navigation service providers around the world.   In 2009, Naverus was 
acquired by GE Aviation. 

Steve is currently a Captain for Alaska Airlines.   In addition, Steve is active in 
advancing national airspace improvements, concepts of operations, and the 
development and certification of improved aircraft systems as President of Fulton 
Aviation, LLC. and an FAA Flight Test Pilot Designated Engineering Representative. Prior to joining Alaska Airlines in 1991, Steve was 
an avionics engineer and development pilot for Honeywell International. He earned a BS in Aerospace Engineering from the 
Georgia Institute of Technology, and is co-author of three US patents on air data formats for electronic primary flight displays and 
principles of RNP design.   In April 2006, Steve was recognized for his work with an Aviation Week Laureate Award and in October 
2011 with a Pathfinder Award from the Seattle Museum of Flight.

mailto:wpa.painedinner@gmail.com
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2019 Kurt Mason Aviation Education 
Scholarship Recipients 
The Kurt Mason Aviation Education Scholarship was started to aid students of aviation-related 
fields and activities in the pursuit of their dreams by provided financial assistance for education in 
any aviation-related classes, such as pilot training, maintenance training, or aerospace studies. 
Each scholarship award is currently $1,000 per recipient per year (no limit on the number of 
submissions). 

Applicants submit their packages, where specific information (such as name, age, gender, address) 
are redacted before being sent to the scholarship committee members for review. The packages are scored for 
financial need, extracurricular activities, community service, future commitment to aviation, scholastic record, and a 
small factor if the applicant is a WPA member. After reviewing the individual committee member scores, the overall 
scores are compiled, and the committee determines the number of high-ranking applicants to move on to the 
interview stage. From there, interviews are conducted and scored, and the committee makes a recommendation to the 
chapter board as to the number of scholarships to be awarded. The chapter board then approves the final number of 
awards for the year. 

2019 Recipients 

Kevin T. Kelly 
PFCWPA Scholarship 

Committee Chair

Kiah Warren
Kiah is a passionate and determined individual in her aviation 
pursuits, which earned her the 2018 Kurt Mason Aviation 
Education Scholarship. Kiah joined the Red-Tailed Hawks 
Youth Program approximately 3 years ago and was fired up 
about wanting to fly and eager to learn. Since last year, Kiah 
has gone on to earn an associates degree while she was still a 
full-time high school student, earned her private pilot 
certificate, and is currently attending the University of Hawaii 
to earn a bachelors degree in mechanical engineering. 

During her time there, she will be working on advanced flight 
ratings, and mentoring less fortune children to achieve their 
goals, just as she has. 

Ben Shissler
Ben is a 2017 and 2018 scholarship award recipient and is 
currently attending Central Washington University's flight 
program, where he has earned his private pilot certification, 
and he plans to further his flying career by achieving the 
certifications of instrument, commercial, and flight officer. After 
achieving the instrument certification for airplanes, Ben plans 

VMC/IMC Forums Return 
After the summer hiatus and September’s CFI VMC/IMC Forum (N.B. Sorry for the incorrect information on the 
website), our chapter’s VMC/IMC Forums are be returning in October! 

For those who are not aware, our WPA Paine Chapter and Simulation Flight will be continuing to sponsor and 
hold monthly safety and education forum's on both IFR and VFR subjects. These forums are at no cost to pilots 
and most forums qualify for FAA Wings credits. Bob Collins, owner, is a Paine Chapter member. 

These are not a dull lectures. A practical subject/scenario will be presented each time by experienced CFI’s for 
discussion. Forum participants are encouraged to share their questions, views, and 
experiences. This is an opportunity to learn from each other in a small group, with 
guidance from some very experienced pilots. 

The Forums are normally scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7PM 
-8PM local time. The specific subject for the October 24th Forum has not been 
identified in time for publication in the newsletter; however, the topic is usually 
strongly influenced by those who participate. Reservation by email is preferred, as 
space is limited. Email your reservation to info@simulationflight.com. 

Simulation Flight is in the office park, NW across street from the Future of Flight 
and Holiday Inn at the NW corner of Paine Field.  GF

George Futas 
PFCWPA Treasurer & CFII

mailto:info@simulationflight.com
mailto:info@simulationflight.com
http://www.wpapainefield.org
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Supporting the Scholarship 

You can support the Kurt Mason Aviation Education Scholarship fund by donating to the Washington Pilots 
Association’s Youth Aviation Scholarship fund (through 
membership renewal or employee giving programs), or by 
donating or buying items at our chapter’s annual auction at the 
Christmas party. 

Special thanks go out to Greg and Lori Bell for their 
participation as committee members this year. 

Best regards,  
Kevin T. Kelly & the Scholarship Committee 

http://www.wpaflys.org/Scholarships/WPA_Paine_Field_Chapter_Scholarships.html  
(Stay tuned for a new webpage for next year!!!)

to apply to participate in a partnership between CWU and 
Horizon Air, where he will become a flight instructor for CWU 
until he earns a restricted Airline Transport Pilot rating. 

Rachel Klebe
After her first flight in commercial airplane at a young age, 
Rachel developed a desire to become involved in aviation, 
which inspired he to seek out aviation camps and events. A 
camp in Arlington allowed her to get her first ride in a Cessna 
172, which further fueled her passion for wanting to learn to 
fly. 

Rachel’s would like to ultimately channel her talents to support 
organizations that help villages and towns with supplies, air 
travel to hospitals, and other appropriate missions. As such, 
she determined that aside from pilot certification, an Airframe 
and Powerplant certification would also be a valuable addition 
to support her goals. Having since earned her A & P certificate, 
and subsequently an Inspection Authorization certificate, 
Rachel has been putting those skills to use as the Lead 
Mechanic at Galvin Flying. 

Now, Rachel is endeavoring to earn her pilot ratings to 
enhance her abilities to further her passions.

Introducing The WPA Member Benefits Program 
The Washington Pilots Association is organizing the WPA Member Benefits Program (WMBP). This program 
connects quality general aviation vendors to the WPA organization, and it’s serious and committed pilots. WMBP 
vendors provide discounts on their products and services to WPA members. In return, WPA members become 
personally connected to WMBP vendors and purchase GA goods and services from WMBP vendors. 

Benefits of WMBP to Vendors 

WPA members are serious and committed pilots who not only fly, but put time and effort into supporting, 
promoting, and improving general aviation in Washington state. GA vendors who join the WMBP will benefit 
from connections to the WPA and its members. In return for WMBP discounts, vendors will attract the business 
and goodwill from WPA members and also have input to the support, promotion, and lobbying activities of the 
WPA. 

On the WMBP page of the WPA website, vendors will display a vendor logo, with a link to the vendors website. 
Also WMBP vendors will be able to post messages on the WMBP webpage to promote their own events, promotions and special 
sales. 

Benefits of WMBP to WPA members 

Through the WMBP, WPA members will easily identify quality vendors who support the Four Pillars of the WPA. They will enjoy 
WMBP discounts on products and services from these vendors. 

How to Become a WMBP Vendor 

To become a WMBP vendor or to find out more information, contact Jerry Barkley.

Jerry Barkley 
PFCWPA 2017 Director 

& WMBP Program 
Coordinator

http://www.wpapainefield.org
http://www.wpaflys.org/Scholarships/WPA_Paine_Field_Chapter_Scholarships.html
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Weekly Saturday Fly-Outs 
Pick the Destination and Lunch:  
Every Week those who show up pick the destination. Recent 
destinations have included Forks, Bremerton, Oak Harbor, 
Concrete, Friday Harbor, and Skagit! 

Want to Join us Next Time? Meet at Regal Air around 9:30am 
Saturday Morning (weather permitting). Departure at 10am. Seats 
are available first come, first serve; extra aircraft always welcome. 

This Month’s Fly-Outs: October 5th, 12th, 19th, & 26th 
Send any photos to newsletter@wpapainefield.org for inclusion in next 
month’s issue! Photos Courtesy of John Peck & Greg Bell

Call for Nominations for 2019 Awards 

Send e-mail nominations to president@wpapainefield.org. Awards will be 
presented during the Christmas Party. 

Criteria for Indicated Awards: 

Pilot of the Year 

This is the highest award the Chapter may give. The nominations shall be a 
licensed pilot judged to have made outstanding contribution(s) to the 
advancement of general aviation throughout the past year. Recipient of this 
award shall be nominated for the State WPA Pilot of the Year competition. 

Sponsor of the Year 

To be awarded to the individual, group, or company who contributes most 
significantly in helping the Chapter to achieve its stated goals. This contribution 
should not be a financial one but rather should be based on the greatest 
contribution of effort, expertise, donated services or facilities and leadership 
training by the example it sets. 

Spark-plug of the Year 

This Award shall be given to the person or persons, who by their enthusiasm, talent, 
leadership ability and hard work inspire others to get involved and actively 
participate in the projects of the Chapter. 

The Wright Stuff 

The Wright Stuff Award shall be given in response to circumstances surrounding an 
incident that required outstanding flying or judgment. The criterion is that the 
aircraft must have been under power with a pilot in command.

mailto:president@wpapainefield.org
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Newsletter Submissions Needed 

Do You Think You Have What It Takes? Is there an Aviation topic or event that you’re familiar with 
that you think other members would be interested in? Do you want to share that awesome photo 
you took on your last flight? Did you just visit a new on/near airport restaurant and want to share 
your experience? Are you not sure about any of the above questions?!?! Well, I can help you with 
that! 
The Paine Flyer is always looking for great content. If you would like to have your submission 
included in the next issue, please send it to newsletter@wpapainefield.org by the 15th of the 
month and I’ll work with you to make sure it gets included. No special software or talent needed, 
just send text or unedited photo files and I’ll help you make it shine!

Ned Bingham 
Editor - The Paine Flyer

CLASSIFIEDS 
Supper Decathlon for Sale - A 20% share in a 2005 
Super Decathlon is available for sale.  Total time is 
about 900 hours.  The airplane has always been 
hangared.  Annual completed 1 May 2019.  The 
airplane is owned by an LLC comprising five members.  
If you ever wanted to fly aerobatics, this is a great 
airplane (chutes are included). 

Contact Bruce Mamont, mamontb@comcast.net for 
details.
�  

BFR’s, Instrument proficiency or IFR Rating in your 
airplane. Special rate for WPA members. 

George Futas, CFII, ASME - 425-260-4445 

Advertisements are free to WPA members for aviation related items and/or 
services 

When space is limited, priority will be given to Paine Field Chapter members 
Paid advertising is available for non-aviation related items/services in the state 

WPA WINGS newspaper 

Frontier Air Park - Level, quiet, secluded buildable 
acreage in Frontier Air Park, a unique gated community 
which is tailored for flying enthusiasts! - 5.3 wooded 
acres - Shared well - Power to the property - Recent 
recorded survey - Air Rights available - $189,000.00 

Interested Buyers can contact Gregg Ortega at 
360-659-4323 or skyranchpilot@yahoo.com 

�  

Simulation Flight provides IFR and VFR proficiency 
training in their FAA approved simulator. 
Over 30 aircraft types, Round Gages and Electronic 
Flight Display, including G1000, 180º video display, 
and realistic motion. By appointment - 
www.simulationflight.com 

Contact Bob Collins, ATP, CFII - 425-374-1954

http://www.wpapainefield.org
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