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President’s Message
Skykomish WPA Work Party – Saturday, June 15

A monthly publication of the Paine
Field WPA Chapter, a Local Chapter
of the Washington Pilots Association

We had a good turnout for our annual Skykomish work
party this year with 18 people participating.
We were
joined by a member of the Green River WPA Chapter who
missed their work party at Ranger Creek airport earlier this
year. I would like to thank all of those who participated:

by Richard Jones
PFCWPA President
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Upcoming Events
July 5th @ 1830
Board Meeting
Castle & Cook Aviation
2nd Floor Conference Room

No General Membership
Meeting in July
Have Fun Flying!!!
Next General Meeting September 6th

July 6th, 13th, 20th, & 27th @
0930
Weekly Saturday Fly-Out
Meet @ Regal
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Jerry & Lynnette Barkley
Mark Henninger
Richard Beckett
Mick Dawson & Gail Roy
JERRY BARKLEY
Stephanie Allen & myself
SECURING HIS
Gregg Ortega & Alix Frazier
BIRTHDAY
CUPCAKE
John & Eleanor Artman
Will Tilse & Karen Roehl
Tom Deal & Laurel Oates
Paul Wolf & Abdullah Aldhahi from Washington
State Department of Transportation
• Green River Chapter Member (missing his name)
Some very nice sack lunches were purchased by our
WPA Chapter from the Cascadia Inn for the work party
participants. We found out the evening before that
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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our work party coincided with the a big event that the city of Skykomish was
hosting called “Tunnel Day” which celebrates the Cascade Railroad Tunnel
which was completed in 1929. A number of the local Skykomish residents

2019 Paine Field Leadership
President .....................................Rich Jones
president@wpapainefield.org
Vice President .......................Dan Diessner
vice_president@wpapainefield.org
Secretary ............................Richard Beckert
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Photos Courtesy Will Tilse & Stephanie Allen

expressed their gratitude for the work we were doing to help maintain their
local airport.

Missing Man Flight for Craig Hogan
On June 19th there was a memorial service for Craig Hogan. Following the
service Carla Hogan hosted a reception at the Hogan home in Mukilteo. I
arranged for the Northwest Beech Boys to perform a traditional “Missing Man”
flight at about 4:00pm that was viewed from the Hogan home back yard which
overlooks the golf course. Our team suggested that it
should be my honor to represent Craig as the missing
man who pulls up out of the flight and turns west but
having planned this event it falls to me to lead the flight
instead. Paine Field is my home turf and I know the
area well and even so it is a bit difficult to locate a
single home in Mukilteo to fly over. After several
rehearsal flights before the 19th, the team performed
admirably while honoring our dear friend Craig.

Sad News From the Bonanza Community

Past President ..............................Greg Bell
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2019 Director .......................Ned Bingham
director-2019@wpapainefield.org
2018 Director ...............................Will Tilse
director-2018@wpapainefield.org
2017 Director ........................Jerry Barkley
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Newsletter Editor ................Ned Bingham
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Late last week I received very sad news from my friend Larry Gains who
Adopted Airport (Skykomish) Rich Jones
organizes the Bonanzas to Oshkosh every year. It is remarkable the close
relationships that can develop surrounding this event that only happens once
The Paine Field Flyer is Copyright © 2019
a year and for many of us it will be the only time we see each other. And so it
by the Paine Field Chapter of
the Washington Pilots Association.
sadden me to hear that Robert Mark had died in an aircraft accident on his way
to participate in yet another “Missing Man” flight. While details will be a long
time in coming it appears that his Bonanza suffered an engine failure and he crashed while maneuvering to avoid
houses on the ground. Robert was the ‘spiritual leader’ of the Soprano Flying Team, the bunch of Bonanzas to
Oshkosh pilots from New York and New Jersey. Robert served as Master of Ceremonies for our big party in Oshkosh
for many years. He was a friend to everyone and he will be missed.
RJ
The Paine Flyer © 2019
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VMC/IMC Forums on Pause Until Fall
Our WPA Paine Chapter and Simulation Flight are continuing to sponsor and hold monthly safety and
education forum's on both IFR and VFR subjects. These forums are at no cost to pilots and most forums
qualify for FAA Wings credits. Bob Collins, owner, is a Paine Chapter member.

George Futas
Treasurer & CFII

These are not a dull lectures. A practical subject/scenario will
be presented each time by experienced CFI’s for discussion.
Forum participants are encouraged to share their questions,
views, and experiences. This is an opportunity to learn from
each other in a small group, with guidance from some very
experienced pilots.

The Forums are normally scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of the month at
7PM -8PM local time. However, they are on hold for the summer due to the
spectacular flying season. Look for an announcement on the next forum in the
coming newsletter issues.
GF

Weekly Saturday Fly-Outs
Pick the Destination and Lunch:
Every Week those who show up pick the destination. Recent
destinations have included Forks, Bremerton, Oak Harbor,
Concrete, Friday Harbor, and Skagit!
Want to Join us Next Time? Meet at Regal Air around 9:30am
Saturday Morning (weather permitting). Departure at 10am. Seats
are available first come, first serve; extra aircraft always welcome.
This Month’s Fly-Outs: July 6th, 13th, 20th, & 27th
Send any photos to newsletter@wpapainefield.org for inclusion in next
month’s issue!

Photos Courtesy of John Peck & Greg Bell

Membership Roundup
I would like to personally welcome each of our new members to our chapter, and am looking
forward to meeting you, and enjoying our wonderful hobby together. And as a reminder, spouses
and partners of members, are also members. If you do not have a Paine Field Member Badge
shoot me an email or get a hold of me at the next meeting, and I will make one for you.
Lately at the general meetings I have been passing out “Join Paine Field WPA” business cards, and
have been encouraging everyone to get your pilot friends to join. Be sure to tell them of all the
by Will Tilse benefits afforded to them, such as the 15 cents a gallon fuel discount at Castle and Cook gas
Membership Director
pumps at Paine Field, and Arlington Airport. And don’t forget the wonderful camaraderie at our
social gatherings, and dinner meetings. Guest speakers, talking on varied topics of aviation. Fly outs to fun, and exiting
places. And the added strength it gives our community as we advocate for aviation. Our Paine Field chapter already
has the largest number of members in the state, and we are looking to make it even bigger.
WT
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Oh Canada
Day Trip to Ca
Recently my wife Lori and I flew to Victoria, BC in our Diamond DA40 just for the day to ride our
bicycles. I have flown to Canada almost a dozen times and each time it is different. I will be creating a
video and/or putting on a seminar on how to fly in and out of Canada if there is enough interest.
Perhaps a flyout would be in order, either just for breakfast/lunch, or maybe an overnighter. The
by Greg Bell
exchange rate is very favorable for us right now. At last check it was $1 CAD = $0.76 USD.
PFCWPA Past President
We departed Paine about lunch time for the
approximately 30 minute flight via the Penn Cove VOR. This is almost
direct. I usually fly IFR even in good weather just because it simplifies things.
Victoria International, CYYJ, can get very busy at times. According to
Wikipedia it is the 11th busiest airport in Canada, with over 2 million
passengers per year. We landed behind a Dash 8 and were kept at 5,000'
until just a few miles from the runway. There is a lot of jet traffic mixed in
with the GA at this airport. After landing we were directed to the designated
area to clear customs which is not really a dedicated “box” as found at other
airports, but the ramp at Shell Aerocentre. The procedure basically involves
a phone call to 1-800CAN-PASS where if
everything goes
smoothly (which it always has for me so far) you receive a
confirmation number. I don't even shutdown the engine for this
process which only takes a couple minutes. My headset has the
Bluetooth feature which helps a lot. Every time I have flown to BC
I have never had to meet a Customs agent in person. Only a
phone call. I find it humorous that
whenever I call nowadays there is a
recording that states “even though
Cannabis is legal throughout Canada, it is
illegal to transport it in our out of the
country, but if you have any, make sure and
declare it.” After receiving our
confirmation number we taxied to Victoria
Flying Club to park.
The Victoria Flying Club is an impressive
facility and has been in operation since
1946. They presently have 10 Cessna 172's
in their fleet which are kept quite busy with
flight training. After parking we had lunch at the Dakota Café which is adjacent to VFC.
Their signature dish is Wonton soup and is only served a few days a week (MWF). It is
big and hearty enough to be considered a meal. We assembled our bikes which fit nicely
in the back of the Diamond with the wheels off. Off
we went to ride the Lochside Regional Trail to
downtown Victoria. CYYJ is located in Saanich,
about 20 miles north of Victoria. It is near Sidney
where the ferry comes in from Anacortes.
The trail is heavily used by cyclists and pedestrians.
We passed by a bicycle counter that displayed live stats. The day we were there,
2,300 cyclists had passed through with well over 200,000 since the beginning of the
year. The Lochside is very diverse with both paved and unpaved sections. It travels
The Paine Flyer © 2019
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through neighborhoods and forested areas.
Parts are on low traffic roads with a dedicated
bike lane and there were multiple bridges and
tunnels. Very scenic. At the midpoint of our out
and back ride, we had a snack at a café by the

name of Caffe Fantastico on suggestion of a friendly cyclist we
met on the trail. He just happened to be an aircraft inspector
that worked at the airport we had just ridden from. It was a
very interesting place with a bakery, coffee shop and bar. I
would highly recommend it.
We returned to CYYJ after an
approximately 33 mile round trip
ride and proceeded to pack up for
departure. When departing
Victoria VFR you have to
file a flight plan and have a
squawk code assignment
before you even call ground
for a taxi clearance. We
w e r e g o i n g t o fl y t o
Anacortes to clear customs
even though most people go
through Bellingham. If you look at the chart, Bellingham is well
North of Victoria so you would be backtracking. Well, it got too late
to go to Anacortes so we switched to Port Angeles. The agent at
Anacortes told me emphatically that they close down at 8PM and
not to arrive 15 minutes before or right at 8. They want to go home
on time. There always
seems to be some
ambiguity in the rules when
dealing with US Customs.
One agent told me I would
have to refile my eApis
manifest since our arrival
destination had changed.
Another told me it didn't
matter because all they
need is the passport and passenger information. Another told me it
depends which agent you get and some are more “militant” about it.
It is only about a 10 minute flight from CYYJ to KCLM. Our flight path
took us directly over downtown Victoria and the Harbor which looked beautiful with the sun getting low in the sky by
this time. We landed at PA and taxied into the CBP “box”. The agent came out shortly and wanted to see our passports
The Paine Flyer © 2019
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only. Some locations (Bellingham for example) want to see every document
on the required list. We departed with a spectacular sunset behind us for the
30 minute flight back to Paine. "
GB

Newsletter Submissions Needed
Do You Think You Have What It Takes? Is there an Aviation topic or event that you’re familiar with
that you think other members would be interested in? Do you want to share that awesome photo
you took on your last flight? Did you just visit a new on/near airport restaurant and want to share
your experience? Are you not sure about any of the above questions?!?! Well, I can help you with
that!
The Paine Flyer is always looking for great content. If you would like to have your submission
included in the next issue, please send it to newsletter@wpapainefield.org by the 15th of the
month and I’ll work with you to make sure it gets included. No special software or talent needed,
just send text or unedited photo files and I’ll help you make it shine!

CLASSIFIEDS
Frontier Air Park - Level, quiet, secluded buildable
acreage in Frontier Air Park, a unique gated community
which is tailored for flying enthusiasts! - 5.3 wooded
acres - Shared well - Power to the property - Recent
recorded survey - Air Rights available - $189,000.00
Interested Buyers can contact Gregg Ortega at
360-659-4323 or skyranchpilot@yahoo.com

Ned Bingham

Editor - The Paine Flyer

Advertisements are free to WPA members for aviation related items and/or
services
When space is limited, priority will be given to Paine Field Chapter members
Paid advertising is available for non-aviation related items/services in the state
WPA WINGS newspaper

Simulation Flight provides IFR and VFR proficiency
training in their FAA approved simulator.
Over 30 aircraft types, Round Gages and Electronic
Flight Display, including G1000, 180º video display,
and realistic motion. By appointment www.simulationflight.com
Contact Bob Collins, ATP, CFII - 425-374-1954
BFR’s, Instrument proficiency or IFR Rating in your
airplane. Special rate for WPA members.
George Futas, CFII, ASME - 425-260-4445
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