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Upcoming Events
April 4th @ 1830
Board Meeting
Castle & Cook Aviation
2nd Floor Conference Room

April 5th @ 1730
General Membership Meeting
Shawn O’Donnell’s
American Grill & Irish Pub

April 6, 13, 20, & 27 @ 0930
Weekly Saturday Fly-Out
Meet @ Regal
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Just in case any of you missed it, commercial air service has begun
at Paine Field. We took our Bonanza out during the good weather
we had recently and I did not notice the increase in jet traﬃc.
With only 48 operations per day added to the 600+ that we typically
see on a busy day at Paine we will probably not notice increase in jet
traﬃc very much.

by Richard Jones

We heard from one of our FAA Air Traﬃc Controllers (Aaron Williams) at our last
membership meeting in March. One of the things he told us is that we can decline the
3 minute wait for wake turbulence that ATC normally assigns us as long as the jet is
not a “Heavy”. All of the jets currently in use for commercial air service at Paine Field
are classified as “Medium”. As a general rule commercial jets of Boeing 737 and smaller
are classified as “Medium” weight. All of the wide body jets are classified as “Heavy”.
While declining the 3 minute weight for departure behind a “Medium” jet might speed
things up it would be wise to review the following FAA Advisory Circular on wake
turbulence: https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/
AC_90-23G.pdf. There certainly are situations where it would be safe to depart
behind a “Medium” jet but for those who are not well versed on the wake turbulence
subject it would be wise to just wait the 3 minutes.
Some of you may know that I have a twin brother who flies a Cessna Citation Excel
for NETJETS. While NETJETS aircraft provide service at many airports not served
by commercial service they also frequent very large airports where they may have to
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fly and ILS behind a heavy jet in front of them. My brothers rule is that in this
situation he always flies the ILS by hand (rather than the autopilot) so that he can
keep his jet 1 ½ dots high on the glide slope during the approach. This keeps his
aircraft above the heavy jet in front of him and out of any possible wake turbulence.
Professional pilots have a lot of respect for wake turbulence and we should too.

Looking after our Paine Field Gate Access Responsibilities
I had a troubling experience with a fellow pilot and Paine Field tenant recently. I had
just entered gate S9 (next to the fire department) and was waiting for the gate to close
behind me. Another Paine Field tenant pulled up to the gate and flashed his gate card
before the gate even started to close and drove in behind me. I got out of the car and
stopped him. I advised that he could not follow me through the gate and he had to
let the gate close behind me before entering. What I heard was: “It’s OK. I flashed
my gate card and the light turned green. No need for the gate to close behind me.” I
advised that this was absolutely a violation of the Paine Field Gate Access Rules and
that he would have to go back outside the gate and wait for it to close before using his
gate card to gain access. I was advised: “OK I will do that next time but right now he
was in a bit of a hurry”. I replied firmly that this will not do. We could both get in a
lot of trouble for this violation so you are just going to have to go back outside the
gate and wait for it to close before using your gate card to open it. Well this finally
got compliance so at least I was going to stay out of trouble but I am not so sure
about my fellow pilot and Paine Field tenant. Per the Paine Field Operations Deputy
Director, his behavior could earn him a fine of up to $10,000 and probably a
revocation of his tenancy at Paine Field.
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We all really need to pay attention to the gate access rules at Paine Field. This is
by the Paine Field Chapter of
especially true now that commercial air service has arrived. I suspect that many of
the Washington Pilots Association.
you don’t have a current copy of the rules regarding Paine Field gate access so I am
including a link to them in this newsletter: https://www.painefield.com/
DocumentCenter/View/1032/AOA-Driving-and-Security-Badge-Booklet-PDF. This is the new version that was very recently
updated on Paine Field’s web site. As we get our new badges I am sure that we will be made aware of the new version but it
would be good for all of us to become familiar with it now.
RJ
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April General
Membership Meeting
Where: Shawn O’Donnell’s
American Grill & Irish Pub
Dinner By: Shawn O’Donnell’s
Everett
Cost: $22 per person at the
door (Cash/Check Preferred,
Credit Cards Accepted)
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Schedule:
Doors Open for Guest
Check-In @ 1830
Dinner Served @ 1900
Program - John Sessions Historic Flight Foundation
RSVP: Email number
attending and Names to
wpa.painedinner@gmail.com
by Tuesday Night

VMC/IMC FORUMS FOR 2019
Our WPA Paine Chapter and Simulation Flight are continuing to sponsor and hold monthly safety and
education forum's on both IFR and VFR subjects. These forums
are at no cost to pilots and most forums qualify for FAA Wings
credits. Bob Collins, owner, is a Paine Chapter member.
by George Futas

These are not a dull lectures. A practical subject/scenario will be
presented each time by experienced CFI’s for discussion. Forum
participants are encouraged to share their questions, views, and experiences. This
is an opportunity to learn from each other in a small group, with guidance from
some very experienced pilots.
CFII

The Forums are scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7PM -8PM local time. Reservation by email is preferred, as
space is limited. Email your reservation to: info@simulationflight.com.
Simulation Flight is in the oﬃce park, NW across street from the Future of Flight and Holiday Inn at the NW corner of Paine
Field.
GF

Cessnas2Oshkosh 2019
Save the date: SAT 1 JUN.
The Pacific Northwest Cessnas2Oshkosh Formation Mass
Arrival Training Clinic will be held SAT 1 JUN in
Olympia, WA. Our host will be FBO Jorgensen / Safety
In Motion at KOLM.
Frank Hummel
C2O PNW Clinic Lead
frankh909@gmail.com
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Paine Field Aviation Day 2019
After careful deliberations, the sponsors of Paine Field Aviation Days have decided to take a break from the event for 2019.
The annual aeronautic exhibition has long been a
late May fixture at the Snohomish County-owned
airport. In recent years it has been a group eﬀort
presented by the Flying Heritage & Combat
Armor Museum, the Historic Flight Foundation,
the Washington Pilots Association and airport
staﬀ.
Staging the event was not an option this year, the
sponsors recently concluded.
“As we work through the logistical issues with our
partners, we share a commitment to re-evaluate
the feasibility of continuing Paine Field Aviation
Days, perhaps as early as next year,” Airport
Director Arif Ghouse said.
The Washington Pilots Association has long used the event as part of its Aviation Academy youth program. The airport is
working with the pilots to ensure that young people enrolled in the program this year still receive the full benefit of the
academy, including the traditional graduation flights. - Paine Field Airport

March 2nd Fly-Out
Weekly Saturday Fly-Out
This Week’s Destination:
AJ Eisenberg Airport - KOKH
Lunch Pick:
Penn Cove Musselfest
For the Saturday morning fly-out on March 2nd I flew a
couple friends to the Oak Harbor Airport aka Eisenberg
(KOKH). We met up with Steve Waterman who is now based
at Auburn. He flew in his recently built RV-7A. Steve says he
Photos Courtesy of Greg Bell
is having so much fun flying it that he hasn’t had time to get it painted.
The weather was spectacular albeit a bit bumpy between 2000-3000 feet. Fellow member Dan Diessner, who lives on Whidbey Island,
graciously picked us up and transported us around to the other side of Penn Cove to the town of Coupeville (approximately 6 miles) where
all the action was. There was lots going on there including a mussel a eating competition, boat tours of the mussel farm, a chowder cooking
competition, cooking demonstrations, a bike ride, acapella choir, etc. Nobody left hungry! The mussels were harvested only hours before
we consumed them and were delicious.
After we were done we returned to Eisenberg for departure and witnessed an actual emergency. A plane ahead of us departed and his engine
started sputtering badly. He made a 180 and landed very far down the runway and went oﬀ the end into the grass. Didn’t look like there was
any damage or injuries luckily. I would like to see a bigger group next year if the weather cooperates. I understand there is bus service from
the airport. - Greg Bell
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March 16th Fly-Out
Weekly Saturday Fly-Out
This Week’s Destination:
Mears Field Airport - 3W5
Lunch Pick:
5 B’s Bakery
Originally, five pilots and four planes
resolved to fly for brunch at Concrete, with Plan “B” as
Darrington, but only three pilots and three planes made it.
Sandy’s plane, unfortunately, had generator problems during
run-up. Brunch was enjoyed at a the “5 B’s Bakery” in Concrete,
which is famous for its cinnamon buns. The place was a regular
hive of activity, well-patronized by locale. All-in-all, a very
pleasant experience! As it turned-out, our Plan “B”, Darrington,
had a snow-covered runway, which I captured in one picture, so it’s well that Concrete was Plan “A”. We also
flew by the Oso landslide and the infamous Navy broadcasting network that Russia has (allegedly) targeted.
Now that the weather is improving, we need more pilots to participate in the Saturday fly-outs! - John Peck

Photos Courtesy of John Peck

March 30th Fly-Out
Weekly Saturday Fly-Out
This Week’s Destination:
Skagit Regional Airport - KBVS
Friday Harbor Airport - KFHR
Lunch Pick:
FlyersRestaurant & BrewHouse
Want to Join us Next Time? Meet at
Regal Air around 9:30am Saturday Morning
(weather permitting). Departure at 10am.
Seats are available first come, first serve;
extra aircraft always welcome.

Photos Courtesy of John Peck

Newsletter Submissions Needed
Do You Think You Have What It Takes? Is there an Aviation topic or event that you’re familiar with
that you think other members would be interested in? Do you want to share that awesome photo
you took on your last flight? Did you just visit a new on/near airport restaurant and want to share
your experience? Are you not sure about any of the above questions?!?! Well, I can help you with
that!
The Paine Flyer is always looking for great content. If you would like to have your submission
included in the next issue, please send it to newsletter@wpapainefield.org by the 15th of the
month and I’ll work with you to make sure it gets included. No special software or talent needed,
just send text or unedited photo files and I’ll help you make it shine!
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Fly to Normandy.
Join the Mission.
On May 11, HFF's C-47B (DC-3) will begin an historic mission to Normandy. The
domestic portion will include two stops en route to Oxford, Connecticut where
HFF's beautiful example will join 19 other C-47s for training, trip planning and an
air show on the Hudson River including a formation flight around the Statue of
Liberty. On May 18th the C-47s will depart Oxford for Goose Bay, continuing in the
following days to Greenland, Iceland, Scotland and England.
We are pleased to make available to a select group of passengers, the entire journey to the D-Day staging area at Duxford,
England, or the shorter domestic portion from Paine Field to Oxford, Connecticut. Will you join our mission? For further
information or to discuss participation, contact john@historicflight.org. The maximum passenger complement is eight.

B-25 Ground School
Saturday April 13 at 8 a.m.
Join our excellent flight instructors for a day-long ground school exploring
the history, systems, performance, and emergency procedures for the type
made immortal in the Doolittle Raid, the North American B-25 Mitchell.
Participate in a pre-flight inspection of HFF’s N88972, “Grumpy.” This
course is open to pilots and non-pilots. The $250 fee includes all training
materials and lunch. Completion of the course is a requirement for pilots
aspiring to earn a second-in-command type rating ($5,950) and for
returning HFF B-25 pilots. Flight training for the second-in-command type
rating will commence on April 14th, weather permitting. Enroll by calling
Visitor Services at 425.348.3200.
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Membership Roundup
I would like to personally welcome each of our new members to our chapter, and am looking
forward to meeting you, and enjoying our wonderful hobby together. And as a reminder, spouses
and partners of members, are also members. If you do not have a Paine Field Member Badge
shoot me an email or get a hold of me at the next meeting, and I will make one for you.
Jerry Barkley recently held a Fly-Out planning meeting to start planning more of the great fly-outs
that we all love doing. I’m sure he’s still looking for volunteers so if you have an interest in
participating in the planning or the events themselves contact Jerry.
Lately at the general meetings I have been passing out “Join Paine Field WPA” business cards, and
have been encouraging everyone to get your pilot friends to join. Be sure to tell them of all the
benefits aﬀorded to them, such as the 15 cents a gallon fuel discount at Castle and Cook gas
pumps at Paine Field, and Arlington Airport. And don’t forget the wonderful camaraderie at our social gatherings, and dinner
meetings. Guest speakers, talking on varied topics of aviation. Fly outs to fun, and exiting places. And the added strength it
gives our community as we advocate for aviation. Our Paine Field chapter already has the largest number of members in the
state, and we are looking to make it even bigger.
WT
by Will Tilse
Membership Director

CLASSIFIEDS

Advertisements are free to WPA members for aviation related items and/or
services
When space is limited, priority will be given to Paine Field Chapter members
Paid advertising is available for non-aviation related items/services in the state
WPA WINGS newspaper

Frontier Air Park - Level, quiet, secluded buildable acreage in Frontier
Air Park, a unique gated community which is tailored for flying
enthusiasts! - 5.3 wooded acres - Shared well - Power to the property Recent recorded survey - Air Rights available - $189,000.00

Interested Buyers can contact Gregg Ortega at
360-659-4323 or skyranchpilot@yahoo.com

BFR’s, Instrument proficiency or IFR Rating in your
airplane. Special rate for WPA members.
Simulation Flight provides IFR and VFR proficiency
training in their FAA approved simulator.
Over 30 aircraft types, Round Gages and Electronic
Flight Display, including G1000, 180º video display, and
realistic motion. By appointment www.simulationflight.com

George Futas, CFII, ASME - 425-260-4445

Contact Bob Collins, ATP, CFII - 425-374-1954
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