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Upcoming Events
Jan. 31st & Feb. 28th @ 1830
Feb. & Mar. Board Meetings
Castle & Cook Aviation
2nd Floor Conference Room

Feb. 1st @ 1830
General Membership Meeting
Sno-Isle TECH Le Bistro

Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23, 28 @ 0930
Weekly Saturday Fly-Out
Meet @ Regal

Feb. 23-24th
2019 Northwest Aviation Conference
& Trade Show
WA State Fairgrounds in Puyallup

Feb. 27th @ 1900
VMC/IMC Forum
Simulation Flight

We had a record 125 people attending our January WPA Paine Field
Chapter monthly meeting in the new Commercial Air Terminal at
Paine Field! For the few of you who did not book a reservation
before we filled up, I am sorry about that. We were given a hard limit by Richard Jones
of 125 for this special event and the
space was packed. Propeller Airports
to o k u s o n a to u r o f t h e n e w
terminal which is still in the final
stages of construction. Even in the
unfinished state we can see what a
lovely commercial air terminal it is. I
would like to thank all of those
people at Propeller Airports who
helped make this event happen and
Photo by John Peck
joined us for our event:
Brett Smith, CEO Propeller Airports who invited us
Mark Reichin, Chief Operating Oﬃcer Propeller Airports
Vanessa Dunn, Propeller Airports coordinated many of the details.
After the tour Brett Smith briefed us on Propeller Airports objectives of bringing
civility back into commercial air travel and all of the considerations that went into
both the construction and
operation of the air terminal
in order to make air travel an
enjoyable and relaxing
experience. One of our
members advised me that he
has already purchased an
airline ticket to fly out of
Photo by John Peck Paine Field.
(Continued on Page 2…)
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2019 Paine Field Leadership
President .....................................Rich Jones
president@wpapainefield.org
Vice President .......................Dan Diessner
vice_president@wpapainefield.org

For those of you who were not at this event I would like to mention that many of the
Propeller Airports executive team are pilots. Brett Smith intends to oﬀer services for
our pilot community that you will not find at most airports:

Secretary ............................Richard Beckert
secretary@wpapainefield.org

Pilots flying into Castle & Cooke and departing on a commercial flight will get
free pickup in one of their SUVs and transported to the terminal entrance!

2019 Director .......................Ned Bingham
director-2019@wpapainefield.org

Local pilots who wish to park their car in their hangar at Paine Field will get
free pickup and transportation to the terminal entrance!
I would like to extend our thanks to Propeller Airports for making this event happen
for us. Propeller Airports paid for the special event permit and Fire Watch costs that
were required due to the terminal still being under construction.

Treasurer ................................George Futas
treasurer@wpapainefield.org

2018 Director ...............................Will Tilse
director-2018@wpapainefield.org
2017 Director ........................Jerry Barkley
director-2017@wpapainefield.org

Committees/Projects
Safety Programs ...................George Futas
Aviation Academy ...................Jeff Phillips

Paine Field Airport Annual Update

Scholarship Committee .........Kevin Kelley

Both Paine Field Deputy Directors (Bruce
Fisher and Ryan Zulauf) gave us our annual
airport update as our Januar y dinner
meeting program. (Arif Ghouse, our
Airport Director stopped by to see us on
his way to an event with his son and
apologized for not being with us but I
think we all agree that family comes before
friends!) Some of the big projects during 2018 were:

Membership Director ..................Will Tilse
General Meeting Logistics .George Futas
General Meeting Programs Jerry Barkley
Newsletter Editor ................Ned Bingham
newsletter@wpapainefield.org
Website .................................Ned Bingham
webmaster@wpapainefield.org
AOPA Airport Watch.................Rich Jones
Photo by John Peck

Adopted Airport (Skykomish) Rich Jones

Resurfacing the main runway after the ‘fog seal’ coating failed causing loss of
runway friction. In all, 13,740 tons of asphalt were milled out and replaced
equivalent 18 miles of single lane road!

The Paine Field Flyer is Copyright © 2019 by
the Paine Field Chapter of
the Washington Pilots Association.

Taxiway Bravo resurface and the new “B Apron” were completed providing
more parking for the increased jet traﬃc being seen at Castle & Cooke.
Commercial Air Terminal – Our Paine Field staﬀ has been very busy with their own set of activities associated with the
new terminal.
(Continued on Page 3…)
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February General
Membership Meeting
Where: Sno-Isle TECH Le
Bistro
Dinner By: Sno-Isle TECH Le
Bistro
Cost: $15 per person

Paine Field Chapter
(President’s Message Continued from Page 2…)

I heard a rumor a few weeks ago that small airplanes would be denied access to the
main runway at Paine Field after commercial air service starts. My fact checking
indicates that this is not true! Even at SEATAC smaller GA planes like most of us
fly are welcome. As Bruce Fisher, Deputy Director of Operations said recently “16R/
34L is everyone’s runway”. George Futas wrote a nice article in our January
newsletter regarding how to fit in with jet traﬃc better. Yes, we will see a small
increase in jet traﬃc at Paine Field during 2019 but we have been operating with jets
on the main runway for many years. Total aircraft operations are still down
significantly from what they were 10 years ago.

Schedule:

Washington Pilots Association
Annual State Membership
Meeting at Puyallup, WA

Doors Open for Guest
Check-In @ 1830
Dinner Served @ 1900
Program - TBD
RSVP: Monday PM 1/28
Send Name and Number of
persons attending to:
wpa.painedinner@gmail.com

February 2019

Make sure to put the annual State WPA
membership meeting on your calendar:
Saturday, February 23, 2019. The meeting starts at 11:45 and a light lunch will be
served. The location is Room E | North Foyer. There are of course lots of other
things to do and see there. For more information check the NW Aviation
Conference & Trade Show web site: http://www.washington-aviation.org/
• 2019 Oﬃcers will be elected.
• Pr e s e n t a t i o n s o n s u b j e c t s o f
interest to Washington Pilots.
• Annual State WPA awards will be
presented.

Tragic Death of a Paine Field
WPA Chapter Member
I was very sad to hear of an aircraft
accident near Whidbey Air Park near
Langley, Washington. The RV-8 was
being flown by one of our Paine Field
WPA Chapter members, Marc Drake.
Sadly Marc perished in the crash.
Donna Depaoli, Marc’s passenger was
taken to Harborview Medical Center in
Seattle. Donna received numerous
injuries but fortunately none of them
were life threatening.

Photos from Facebook & John Peck

Notable Retirements
Jeannette Elkins, Paine FAA Air Traﬃc Control Tower Manager retired and has been replaced by Michael Cooley. We will miss
Jeanette but we wish her well in retirement. Let’s welcome Michael to Paine Field.
Terry Wilcoxson, General Manager of Castle & Cooke at Paine Field has retired. Terry has been at Paine Field longer than
almost any of us can remember and he will be missed.
RJ
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January 12th Fly-Out
Weekly Saturday Fly-Out
This Week’s Destination:
Forks Airport - S18
Lunch Pick:
Blakeslee’s Bar & Grill

Want to Join us Next Time? Meet at Regal Air around
9:30am Saturday Morning (weather permitting).
Departure at 10am. Seats are available first come, first
serve; extra aircraft always welcome.
Photos Courtesy of John Peck

VMC/IMC FORUMS FOR 2019
Our WPA Paine Chapter and Simulation Flight are continuing to sponsor and hold monthly safety and
education forum's on both IFR and VFR subjects. These forums are at no cost to pilots and most forums
qualify for FAA Wings credits. Bob Collins, owner, is a Paine Chapter member.
These are not a dull lectures. A practical subject/scenario will be presented each time by experienced CFI’s
for discussion. Forum participants are encouraged to share their questions, views, and experiences. This is an
opportunity to learn from each other in a small group, with guidance from some very experienced pilots.

by George Futas
CFII

The Forums are scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7PM -8PM local
time. The most recent VMC/IMC Forum subject is Dark Night VFR Flight and was
on the 23 of Jan at the Simulation Flight oﬃces.
Reservation by email is preferred, as space is limited. Email your reservation to:
info@simulationflight.com.
Simulation Flight is in the oﬃce park, NW across street from the Future of Flight
and Holiday Inn at the NW corner of Paine Field.
GF

Newsletter Submissions Needed
Do You Think You Have What It Takes? Is there an Aviation topic or event that you’re familiar with
that you think other members would be interested in? Do you want to share that awesome photo
you took on your last flight? Did you just visit a new on/near airport restaurant and want to share
your experience? Are you not sure about any of the above questions?!?! Well, I can help you with
that!
The Paine Flyer is always looking for great content. If you would like to have your submission
included in the next issue, please send it to newsletter@wpapainefield.org by the 15th of the month
and I’ll work with you to make sure it gets included. No special software or talent needed, just send
text or unedited photo files and I’ll help you make it shine!
The Paine Flyer © 2019
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The Vashon Ranger
Introductory Flight Auctioned oﬀ to Benefit YASF
Jim Grant, owner of Northway Aviation, donated an
introductory flight in the Vashon Aircraft Ranger. This is an
exciting new aircraft designed and build in the Pacific
Northwest. The Ranger is equipped with the Dynon Avionics
SkyView System which includes an Autopilot, digital primary
flight instruments, engine monitoring, 2020-compliant ADS-B
Out, Mode S transponder, navigation and mapping, ADS-B
traﬃc and weather, COM radio, two-place stereo intercom,
angle of attack, Wi-Fi, and so much more.
The introductory flight includes an hour of instruction on the Dynon Avionics SkyView System and one hour of flying in the
Ranger. The donated flight was auctioned oﬀ during the January Membership Meeting and the auction was won by Russ Keyes
and the proceeds of the auction have been contributed to our Youth aviation Scholarship Fund. A big "Thank-You” to and all
who participated in the bidding. Russ, we hope you enjoy your flight!
RJ

New Hangar at Historic Felts Field
Historic Flight Foundation Expands to Spokane

Photos and Text for this article
provided by Historic Flight Foundation
historicflight.org/feltsfield/

The Spokane Airports Board decided to replace an existing hangar at historic Felts Field. A nationally recognized airport
architecture firm, JRMA, designed a new 20,644 SF pre-engineered hangar with an art deco look reminiscent of the era when
airline travel began in the Pacific Northwest. Historic Flight Foundation agreed to display some of its collection of historic
aircraft at the facility beginning in 2019. The design includes meeting rooms, shops, restrooms, oﬃces and a 2,900 SF
observation mezzanine overlooking the hangar floor.
General contractor: Graham Construction.
Estimated construction: August, 2018 to June, 2019.
Building area: 20,644 SF.
Building height: 32', 6".
Exterior cladding: pre-cast concrete and decorative metal panels.
Hangar airside access: 165' X 22' "full floating" doors.
Environment: windows that open, natural gas heat and two high
volume, low-speed fans.
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Northwest Aviation Conference
Bringing Aviation Together in the Northwest
The Northwest Aviation Conference & Trade show returns to the region for its
36th year in 2019. The two day expo brings our aviation community together every
year and gives us all a chance to see the newest products as well as reconnect with
friends. Once again it will be in the Washington State Fairgrounds in Puyallup and
will feature 400+ both for businesses and organizations from all aviation sectors
serving the Northwest aviation community.
Continuing its annual growth once again this year, this highly anticipated networking event brings together enthusiasts, pilots,
aircraft owners, mechanics, and decision makers from the entire west coast of North America. Along with the trade show,
attendees are able to participate in over 75 hours of aviation seminars, keynotes, and forums. These include the WPA Annual
State Meeting and as well as presentations by AOPA, FAA, and Flights Above the Pacific Northwest (FATPNW) among
others.
The 2019 NW Aviation Conference is brought to you by the Washington Aviation Association and industry
sponsors. For more information about the conference and trade show, visit the association’s website at
www.washington-aviation.org or contact the Conference Coordinator, Rachel Hansen, at
rachel@washington-aviation.org.

Help Represent WPA and the Paine Field Chapter
WPA will have a booth at the NW Aviation Conference and is looking for member volunteers to spend a portion of their
weekend answering questions and helping people sign-up or renew. If you’re interested in helping out, contact George Steed,
WPA President, at george.steed@gmail.com for more information!
NB

CLASSIFIEDS
Simulation Flight provides IFR and VFR proficiency training in their
FAA approved simulator.
Over 30 aircraft types, Round Gages and Electronic Flight Display,
including G1000, 180º video display, and realistic motion. By
appointment - www.simulationflight.com

Advertisements are free to WPA members for aviation related items and/or
services
When space is limited, priority will be given to Paine Field Chapter members
Paid advertising is available for non-aviation related items/services in the state
WPA WINGS newspaper

Frontier Air Park - Level, quiet, secluded buildable acreage in Frontier
Air Park, a unique gated community which is tailored for flying
enthusiasts! - 5.3 wooded acres - Shared well - Power to the property Recent recorded survey - Air Rights available - $189,000.00

Contact Bob Collins, ATP, CFII - 425-374-1954

Interested Buyers can contact Gregg Ortega at 360-659-4323 or
skyranchpilot@yahoo.com

New (never worn) TELEX Airman 750 headset
Model # 64300-200 - New Price $150.00

BFR’s, Instrument proficiency or IFR Rating in your airplane. Special
rate for WPA members.

Contact Bruce - 206-533-0097

George Futas, CFII, ASME - 425-260-4445
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