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President’s Message 
Christmas Party 2018
We had a really wonderful Christmas Party at the Flying Heritage & 
Combat Armor Museum this year! The party started early for many 
of  the  guests  with  a  guided  tour  by  Dave  Van  Horn,  a  museum 
docent and one our WPA Chapter members. I was very pleased that 
we were joined by Don Fitzpatrick, State WPA Vice President East and his wife June, 
Rachel Rosenkranz, President of the Green River WPA Chapter, and George Steed, 

State  WPA President.  Our  silent  and  short  live  auction  events  brought  in  about 
$3,900 benefiting our Youth Aviation Scholarship Fund which will be awarded by our 
scholarship committee during our hangar party next fall.

January 11 Monthly Meeting in the NEW Commercial Air 
Terminal at KPAE
Our January WPA Meeting will be another exciting venue as it will be held in the new 
Commercial Air Terminal at Paine Field! This opportunity was offered to us by Brett 
Smith,  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  Propeller  Airports  who is 
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Jan. 3rd @ 1830 
Board Meeting 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Jan. 11th @ 1730 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Weekly Saturday Fly-Out 

Meet @ Regal
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bui ld ing  the  ne w  a i r 
terminal.  When  the  Paine 
Field Airport Staff  arranged 
a  tour  o f  the  ne w  a i r 
terminal, Stephanie  and  I 
did not know that it would 
be  conducted  by  the 
Propeller  Airports  CEO. 
Bret t  Smith  i s  a  ve r y 

interesting  person  with 
many accomplishments and he is also a private pilot who flies a Cirrus SR22. The new 
commercial air terminal at PAE is a facility to be proud of as you will see during our 
January dinner meeting. A considerable amount of thought has gone into making the 
experience of flying out of Paine Field a pleasant experience for the passengers.

Airport Master Plan Update Beginning in 2019
I have had several recent discussions with Ryan Zulauf, 
Deputy  Director  -  Business,  Engineering  and 
Maintenance,  regarding planning for general  aviation 
needs  at  Paine  Field.  The  big  push  to  get  the  new 
terminal  into  operation  will  be  over  soon  and  the 
airport master plan is due for an update. Paine Field 
will approach the FAA for a grant to fund the master 
plan towards the end of 2019 with the planning effort 
starting  in  the  second  half  of  2020.  The  master  planning  process  will  take 
approximately two or three years  to complete.  In the meantime there are lots  of 
things worth discussing in our community of pilots and aircraft owner/operators who 
fly out of Paine Field. The single issue that affects the Paine Field Master Plan Update 
more than anything else in the future of runway 11/29. Dave Waggoner (our previous 
Airport Director for you newcomers) reminded me that runway 11/29 has been closed 
for about 10 years now. The extended closure and the fact that runway 11/29 is not 
eligible  for  any  FAA funding calls  into  question the  requirement  for  a  crosswind 
runway at  Paine Field.  I  am well  aware  that  there  are  dyed-in-the-wool  tailwheel 
pilots  that  will  not  agree  with  this  point  of  view  and  having  some  tailwheel 
experience myself  I  understand.  We must also consider what opportunities  might 
exist for supporting general aviation growth at Paine Field if this runway no longer 
existed.

The single most significant resource that limits general aviation growth at Paine Field 
has  always  been  hangar  space.  The  current  waiting  list  is  about  two  years  or  so 
depending on the hangar size and location on Paine Field that is desired. The demand 
for more hangars has hardly changed since some of us started building condominium hangars in 1990. Since then the number of 
square feet of new hangar space at Paine Field has more than doubled and yet we still have a long waiting list. With even a 
casual  look around Paine Field it  becomes apparent that space for more hangars is  now much more 
limited. The permanent closure of runway 11/29 could change this situation quite a bit.
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2019 Paine Field Leadership
President Rich Jones .....................................

president@wpapainefield.org 

Vice President Dan Diessner .......................
vice_president@wpapainefield.org 

Secretary Richard Beckert ............................
secretary@wpapainefield.org 

Treasurer George Futas ................................
treasurer@wpapainefield.org 

2019 Director Ned Bingham .......................
director-2019@wpapainefield.org 

2018 Director Will Tilse ...............................
director-2018@wpapainefield.org 

2017 Director Jerry Barkley ........................
director-2017@wpapainefield.org 

Committees/Projects
Safety Programs George Futas ...................

Aviation Academy Jeff Phillips ...................

Scholarship Committee Kevin Kelley .........

Membership Director Will Tilse ..................

General Meeting Logistics George Futas .

General Meeting Programs Jerry Barkley 

Newsletter Editor Ned Bingham ................
newsletter@wpapainefield.org 

Website Ned Bingham .................................
webmaster@wpapainefield.org 

AOPA Airport Watch Rich Jones .................

Adopted Airport (Skykomish) Rich Jones 
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Artistic Rendering of the new Commercial Air Terminal
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As a pilot operating out of Paine Field for more than 34 years I personally used 
runway 11/29 for many, many takeoffs and landings and yes,  I  miss it.  But I also 
recognize the GA growth opportunities that would be available if 11/29 were closed 
permanently. Then I think the question eventually comes down to what Paine Field 
needs more, GA hangars or runway 11/29. Those of us who have had a hangar at 
Paine Field for many years may have forgotten just how long we waited for a dry 
place to store our airplane. The future of runway 11/29 drives so much of the future 
development of Paine Field that we need to start discussing it with the Paine Field 
Airport Staff. Ryan Zulauf has indicated a strong desire to start engaging with GA 
community during the coming year and we should be taking this opportunity to 
participate in this discussion. �  RJ

Arriving at Airports With Jet 
Traffic 
Arriving at KPAE and landing with Jet Traffic - Fitting in Safely
With  the  advent  of  commercial  airline  traffic  at  KPAE,  light 
airplane  pilots  may  be  encouraged  to  use  16L/34R primarily. 
However, when using 16R/34L they need to consider how to fit in 
for both safety of flight and convenience.

Thinking ahead is your best option, plus armed with a few facts 
about how airline traffic arrives:

Commercial jets all arrive on an IFR flight plan. Most private 
jets also do so.

This means ATC will normally vector them for straight in approach to the runway, 
intersecting the runway extension (ILS, Localizer, or RNAV/GPS heading) about 10 
miles from the runway.

Most  airline  jets  start  their  final  approach  around 140  KTS, 
that’s 2.3 NM/min.

Most light aircraft fly the final approach between 60-90 KTS, 
that’s 1.0-1.5 NM/min.

ATC needs to assure IFR traffic a safe separation on final to the 
runway threshold. Depending on the jet, that means if you are to 
be ahead of the jet, you need to be landing when the jet is about 3-4 
miles behind you, so you can clear the runway before it is over the 
threshold.  It’s  very  expensive  for  a  commercial  jet  to  go-around 
because  a  light  aircraft  is  too  close,  so  ATC  tries  to  avoid  the 
situation.
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by George Futas 
 CFII

January 11th General 
Membership Meeting 

Where: Paine Field 
Commercial Passenger 
Terminal 

Dinner By: Shawn 
O’Donnell’s 

Cost: $22 per person at the 
door - RSVP Closed at this 
time 

Schedule: 

Doors Open for Guest 
Check-In @ 1730 

Tours begin @ 1800 

Dinner Served @ 1900 

Program - Arif Ghouse, 
Airport Director at Paine 
Field @ 1945

(President’s Message Continued from Page 2…)

(Continued on Page 4…)
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Following are my recommendations based on my personal 
experiences  flying  light  aircraft  into  LAX,  SAN,  HOU, 
PDX, BFI, and others with high volume of commercial jet 
traffic.

If  VFR,  contact  the  tower  at  10  mi,  not  5,  when 
requesting a straight in approach.

Inform  tower  the  best  speed  forward  you  can 
maintain -  preferably  100-140 KTS.  Tower may ask 
you to maintain a specific speed, and if you accept do 
so until within 1/4 mi of the runway.

Do not be lined up with the runway extension before 
tower approves straight in, otherwise you might have 
a  hazardous  surprise  with  other  traffic  already  on 
approach.

If  IFR,  tell  approach  control  when  requesting  a 
specific approach the best speed you can maintain on 
final approach.

If you fail to give tower/ATC your best speed option, 
they  must  expect  you  will  fly  final  at  a  normal 
approach speed for  your  type of  aircraft.  Thus,  for 
safety  reasons  you may be  held  outside  the  airport 
control zone until they see no potential conflict. That 
could be a while.

Keep your speed up on approach until  close to the 
runway threshold  and bleed off  the  speed over  the 
runway before touchdown.

You have lots of runway at KPAE, so this is not the 
time to try to make the first turnoff. Look ahead and 
plan to land and use the high-speed mid-field turnoffs 
(A5 & A6).

Practice this type of approach at times when there is 
no jet traffic, and let the tower know what you are 
intending to do.

Once you’re proficient with this procedure, you can use it at 
virtually  all  major  airports.  Fly  safe and enjoy using these 
additional skills.  �  GF

Direct from the Editor 
Well, that was an adventure!
Here  you  have  it:  My  First  Newsletter!!! 
For those of you who have been expecting 
this to be in your inboxes before Christmas 
(myself  included),  I  do  apologize  for  the 
delay. I just wasn’t able to make it work this 
time  around.  I  can  give  you  almost  any 
excuse  you  want  but  suffice  it  to  say  I 
learned  one  big  lesson  and  that  is  to  not 
start two large projects during the holidays and expect to 
meet your expectations/deadlines!

Now that most of the website is launched and I have the 
new format for The Paine Flyer at least in its infancy (I hope 
you  like  it)  I’m  hoping  this  process  will  become  a  bit 
smoother. I just wanted to include a few more things:

If anyone has any topics they’d like to discuss for the 
ne ws le t te r,  p lea se  send  them  to 
newsletter@wpapainefield.org and we’ll see what we can 
do.  If  anyone  has  any  comments,  questions,  or 
corrections in this or any issue of the newsletter, please 
don’t hesitate to email me at the same address and I’ll 
do what I can to answer/remedy your concerns.

I’d love to include photos that our members are taking 
while  exercising  this  great  privilege  that  we  get  to 
exercise (i.e. Flying!). Please go ahead to send them with 
a brief explanation as to their content to me (again at 
newsletter@wpapainefield.org)  and  I’ll  include  what  I 
have room for. 

Please  only  send  photos  that  you  own  and/or 
have been given copyright/license to that allows 
you  to  give  the  “Paine  Field  Chapter  of  the 
Washington  Pilots  Association”  Copyright  and 
permission/license to use them in our Newsletter, 
Social Media, and website.

Together we will take our newsletter into the future!  �
NB
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by Ned Bingham 
 Editor - The Paine Flyer
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Website Now Online 
www.wpapainefield.org is now active!!!
After two months of working on the website late during the 
holidays,  the  new chapter  website  is  finally  online.  It’s  been 
operating in “Coming Soon” mode while the site was built but 
that has now been turned off and everyone should be able to get 
to the site.

Over the coming months we’ll  be continuing to work on the 
website and making changes to add more and more features so 
go ahead and take a look and let us know what you think! You 
can either use the “Contact Us” button at the bottom of the 
Home  pa ge  or  send  your  thoughts  to 
webmaster@wpapainefield.org.

CLASSIFIEDS 
Advertisements are free to WPA members for aviation related items and/or services 

When space is limited, priority will be given to Paine Field Chapter members 

Paid advertising is available for non-aviation related items/services in the state WPA WINGS newspaper 

Simulation Flight provides IFR and VFR proficiency 
training in their FAA approved simulator. 
Over 30 aircraft types, Round Gages and Electronic 
Flight Display, including G1000, 180º video display, and 
realistic motion. By appointment - 
www.simulationflight.com 

Contact Bob Collins, ATP, CFII - 425-374-1954 

New (never worn) TELEX Airman 750 headset 
Model # 64300-200 - New Price $150.00 

Contact Bruce - 206-533-0097 

BFR’s, Instrument proficiency or IFR Rating in your 
airplane. Special rate for WPA members. 

George Futas, CFII, ASME - 425-260-4445
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