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by Dave Wheeler

Here we are at the end of another year, and what a year it was. We had
lots of successes. To me being a lifelong flight instructor the highlight is
passing on knowledge to another, and therefore being able to give three
scholarships is the best thing we did. And to have our main recipient
complete the Flight Instructor certificate with our help is huge. Almost
like having a child. We (like parents) had a small part in this person’s
upbringing. I raise a glass in toast of a job well done, and here’s to
countless more qualified candidates being funded in the future.
Thank you time! We had several key members that had to resign their
positions this year. They are maybe no longer in the day to day operation of the chapter, but they are still
here and active. Les Smith, thank you for your years of service to us. Per Nyholm, your insight at the
board meetings really helped the chapter in many ways. Lori Bell, thanks for your interfacing with the
membership and LeBistro staff. And Janis Wheeler, thanks for the many years of great programming and
speakers you arranged to have at the meetings.
Here is a question for you. I am seeing a real decline in enthusiasm as measured by attendance to our events.
In the not so distant past, we had a full house to every meeting and the other events were overflowing with
participants. I’m somewhat distressed at our lackluster emotion of late. The question is: What would you
like to see or do? As president I feel it is my job to make the association what you want it to be. So, let me
know what you want. Total rebuild of our format? We can do that. Having meetings or fly-outs on
different days or times? We can do that. Please don’t think that if you speak up you’ll be solicited to do
the project. Naturally you may if you want to.
Are you familiar with the Pareto Principle? This is an old quality engineering term that states that 80% of
the effect comes from 20% of the cause. It is true in our organization. We have the same core folks that do
it all while the remainder enjoys the fruits of the labor. That is OK, but think of how much fun it would be
if we had even more people coming to the board meetings and voicing their creative thoughts? Or write me a
quick email or text and asking “What if we…”

Calendar of Chapter Events

Feb 5th Board Mtg
Feb 6th General Mtg

I brought my concerns to a recent board meeting and found I was not alone in these thoughts, and our new
board member and Membership Director Frank Hummel volunteered to head a committee to study this and
bring ideas to the membership. He will hold the first planning meeting early in 2015, and I’ll send out an
email blast inviting all of you to attend and bring your ideas. If you want to give your thoughts more
anonymously, please send me (or Frank) an email or phone call. This is brainstorming, so all ideas are
welcomed. Sometimes the goofiest sounding or outlandish ideas turn out to be the best.

March 5th Board Mtg
March 6th General Mtg

My contact info is:
Email: paine-president@wpaflys.org or phone/text 425 238-7696.

Janurary 8th Board Mtg
Januaray 9th General Mtg

Frank Hummel: paine-membership@wpaflys.org
Bring it on. We on the board welcome any and all input.
Sno Isle Le Bistro
9001 Airport Road
Everett, WA 98208
Doors open at 6:30 P.M.
RSVP required for $13 Dinner
by Jan 4th

RSVP instructions on last
page
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It is Not too Early to Renew Your WPA Membership for 2015
WPA Membership renewals can now be made for 2015. For those without a current
membership, renewing now is valid for the
remainder of this year and all of 2015.
Simply go online to www.wpaflys.org, click on
the red JOIN OR RENEW ONLINE TODAY
button, and follow the steps. The system can
help with your Member ID and or Password
should you need it.

Officers: Paine-BOD@WPAFlys.org
President Dave Wheeler
paine-president@wpaflys.org
Vice President Rich Jones
paine-vice_president@wpaflys.org
Secretary George Futas
paine-secretary@wpaflys.org

Questions? Need help? Please contact me at
frankh909@gmail.com or (206) 499-9384.

Treasurer Greg Bell
paine-treasurer@wpaflys.org

Frank Hummel
WPA Membership Director

2013 Sandy Allen
paine-board3@wpaflys.org
2014 Director Brandon Freeman
paine-board1@wpaflys.org
2015 Director Frank Hummel
paine-board2@wpaflys.org
Past President Steve Waterman
paine-past_president@wpaflys.org

January 9th Program: The Oshkosh Experience, AirVenture

Thanks so much to our WPA Christmas Party Door Prize Donors
Please show your gratitude by making sure to please give your business to these generous pilot-friendly businesses in 2015.
Please Show Your Thanks to These Generous Gift Donors
Coho Restaurant
120 Nichols Street
Friday Harbor, San Juan Island, Washington
360.378.6330
Email: ReservationsatCohoRestaurant.com
http://www.cohorestaurant.com/
Cate Mighell, Author
Previous Owner of Out of the Blue Aviation, Arlington Airport
Thanks Kate for donating 2 copies of your Aviation Novel
http://www.amazon.com/Silent-Reina-Dessiner-Mysteries-Volume/dp/0988890801
Also available at
http://spenceraircraft.com/silent-sky-cate-mighell-a-reina-dessiner-mystery.html
Tuckerhouse Inn
275 C Street
Friday Harbor, San Juan Island, WA 98250
(360) 378-2783
Toll Free: 800.965.0123
Email: reservations@tuckerhouse.com
http://www.tuckerhouse.com/
The Kitty Hawk Café
Skagit Regional Airport
15426 Airport Drive, Burlington, WA 98233
(360) 707-0348
http://www.kittyhawkcafe.net/
Best Western Navigator Inn & Suites
10210 Evergreen Way, Everett, WA, 98204
(425) 347-2555
info@navigatorsuites.com
http://www.navigatorsuites.com
Chinook Flight
For donating one Instrument Proficiency Check and one hour in the RedBird Simulator
info@chinookflight.com
Office: 425.791.3007
2909 100th St SW, Suite A
Everett, WA 98204

Alix Ortega
Alix’ jewelry was very popular at our event.
425-270-7050
info@tgib.me
http://tgib.me/index

Our thanks go out as well for a wonderful Christmas Party Dinner
(all their food is delicious) catered by
Ole Soul Creole Restaurant
1105 Hewitt Ave.
Everett, WA 98201
(425) 320-9626
http://www.olesoulcreole.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ole-Soul-Creole/575045399193663
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Meet you new VP - Rich Jones
>> How and when did you get interested in aviation?
I have always been interested in airplanes and aviation but my interest really picked up when I came
to work for Boeing in 1978.
In 1983 one of my friends took me for a ride in his Cessna 152. After one more ride with him I went
down to one of the local flight schools at Paine Field and started taking lessons. In 60 days from the
start I had my Private Pilot Certificate.
>> What aircraft have you owned and if you own one now what model?
My first airplane was a 1975 Cessna 172M Skyhawk. I flew if for several years and had a lot of fun
with it. Most trips were to destinations in Washington and Oregon. Sun River and Ashland Oregon
were probably the furthest trips I made. Then I had a ride in my friend’s 1956 G35 Bonanza. A
quote from Maverick (in Top Gun) comes to mind: “I feel the need, the need for speed!” So I
started looking for a Bonanza. After looking at many airplanes both in the Pacific Northwest and
around my family home in Michigan I finally settled on a 1958 J35 Bonanza that I found in Spokane Washington. I have been flying it since 1988.
>> What non-owned aircraft have you flown?
I have not flown very many other airplanes. 1969 Mooney M20E “Super 21”, EAA Acro Sport II with fully inverted fuel & oil systems, Glasair
III,
Eipper Quicksilver MX-2 (ultralight like airplane), Gobosh LSA, 1946 Cessna 140.

>> Are you involved or have ever been involved as a volunteer in any other
aviation related organization?
I am a member of: AOPA, EAA, EAA Vintage, American Bonanza Society, Northwest Bonanza Society.
I am very involved in formation flying and have earned my Air Show Wingman card (from FFI) so I can perform in air shows that have waivered
airspace.

>> What is/was your career?
I am an Engineer at Boeing for 37 years working mostly in CAD/CAM and I will be retired in April 2015.
>> What inspires you about aviation?
I love the challenge of the many types of flying that I have done and the people that I am doing it with. I remember Paul Poberezney said
something like: “Airplanes bring us together, friendships keep us together.” He was a very wise man.
>> Why are you a member of WPA?
What I like best is the camaraderie in the organization, the monthly programs and the events we do together.
I also think that it is very important to have an organization that advocates for the pilot community at both the local and Washington State level.
>> Anything else of interest would you would like to share?
I have been very blessed with many aviation opportunities: Flying to the Bahamas with my wife, Flying in the Oshkosh Air Show, restoring two
airplanes to Grand Champion Contemporary at the Oshkosh Air Show, Flying over 300 Young Eagles on an airplane ride since I started in 1997 to
name a few. I am at a point in my life where I am more focused on giving back to the aviation community that has given me so much.

WINTER FLYING – ENJOY WITH CAUTION
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WPA Paine Chapter Safety and Education Article
By George Futas, CFII
Topic for special caution now that it’s cold air we fly in – we turn on the cockpit heater.
Mike Busch wrote an article in October 2014 about Carbon Monoxide (CO), which raised my
awareness, and I hope yours too. While flying the amount of CO in our system that causes
disorientation and physical incapacitation is a surprisingly low percentage. http://blog.aopa.org/
opinionleaders/2014/10/20/carbon-monoxide-silent-killer/
Several years ago I lost a friend who was flying from Alaska to Seattle, and the suspect cause was
CO. He was a 20,000+hr. ATP, CFII, and DC10 Captain for a major airline. In addition he had over
5,000 hr. in seaplanes, plus managed a small airplane business.
He was ferrying a C185 Amphibian for a friend, flying solo, and on a night ILS approach to Pt.
Hardy, BC. ATC radar showed the plane entered a steep descending spiral and crashed into the
harbor. Now we all asked “How does this happen to such an experienced, very healthy pilot”?
Mike’s article and the research paper he references explain a lot.
Think about it – at our annual inspections the exhaust system is checked for leaks, and fixed if
they are present. Then we fly along blissfully for a year not giving it much thought. Therein lies
the risk – many pilots don’t recognize when they have a CO problem. Pilots have become
incapacitated in less than 30 minutes of flight from CO poisoning.
Remember, CO is an invisible, odorless, colorless gas, so you cannot detect it without a specially built device. It’s a byproduct of incomplete
combustion in our engine.
What should we pilots do to mitigate this risk – for ourselves and our passengers’ safety?
First – Realize that once CO starts to saturate the blood, it deprives the body of Oxygen, and CO does not disperse rapidly. You can’t
correct the problem quickly.
Prevention – Invest in an electronic device that detects even small amounts of CO and issues an alarm. Home devices and the $5 spot
detector are insufficient.
Recognize - The symptoms of CO poisoning, have a CO Emergency plan, and take immediate steps to minimize further saturation of
your blood.
I encourage you to read Mike’s article, and even the research paper he references. This problem is not just a winter problem.
Most important – realize the effects of small amounts of CO saturation at altitude in a closed environment are many times more hazardous to our
health and wellbeing than more significant levels at sea level at home. Thus, home detectors are not a good solution.
The good news is there are inexpensive ways to detect the problem, and do something about it. I now fly with a $200 portable device that
displays and alarms at very low levels of CO. It’s comforting to know the levels in my plane are below its alarm threshold.
Fly safe, and stay healthy.
Editors note: the following are just a few of the CO detectors available from Aircraft Spruce

Page 6

2014 Award Winners

Kevin Kelly Pilot of the Year. This is the highest award the
Chapter may give. The nominations shall be a licensed pilot judged to
have made outstanding contribution(s) to the advancement of general
aviation throughout the past year. Recipient of this award shall be
nominated for the State WPA Pilot of the Year competition.

Jackye Skerlong / Jackye’s Enterprises Sponsor of the
Year. To be awarded to the individual, group, or company who
contributes most significantly in helping the Chapter to achieve its
stated goals. This contribution should not be a financial one but
rather should be based on the greatest contribution of effort,
expertise, donated services or facilities and leadership training by the
example it sets.

Glenn Humann Spark Plug of the Year. This Award shall be given to the person or
persons, who by their enthusiasm, talent, leadership ability and hard work inspire others to get
involved and actively participate in the projects of the Chapter.

To Make Dinner Reservations for our General Meetings
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http://www.painefieldwpa.org/dinner-reservation/
Or e-mail your reservation to
wpa.painedinner@hotmail.com

Febuary 6th General Meeting and Program:
Paine Field: what has happened in the last year and what is to come in the future.

March 6th General Meeting and Program:
After dinner, enjoy the FAA Wings presentation titled “Non-towered Airports Are Not Uncontrolled” and receive 1 “Wings” credit. Johnny D.
Summers, FAA pilot examiner, CFI-I MEI, ATP, AMEL delivers a lively safety refresher.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Advertisements are free to WPA members for aviation related items and/or services
Space limitations will give priority to Chapter members
Paid advertising is available for non-aviation ads in the state WPA WINGS newspaper

Nose Dragger Tug 12V DC with new battery
$650.00

Sold

Partnership available for 1975 Cessna 182P. IFR certified with Garmin 430, S-Tek
autopilot, and very much updated equipment from original model. Based at KPAE.
Call John at 425 466 1949.

John Rabourn 206-601-7027

BFR’s, Instrument proficiency or IFR Rating in your
airplane.
Special rate for WPA members.
George Futas gfutas@gmail.com 425 260 4445

BFR’s and Tail Wheel endorsements in your Single or Multi-Engine aircraft. Also
Sea Plane qualified.
Contact Alan Negrin, CFI, MEI. 425-285-9162

2009 Glasair Sportsman 2+2. Two Weeks to Taxi build. Both trike and Tail Wheel
configuration. IFR. See more details at: http://glasairtraining.com/2009-glasairsportsman-22-trike-with-tail-dragger-conversion-two-weeks-to-taxi-built/
Contact: Alan Negrin, CFI, MEI, Alan Negrin Aviation Services, LLC
alan@glasairtraining.com
http://glasairtraining.com
425-466-8472
1967 PA28 180 Cherokee, TTAF 4149, SMOH 747, Cyl new 500, ann 7/13, many
added STCs; Rosen visors, one Piece window, 2ft. Extended wings & Stabilator, P&I
+9 new ttl renovation 2003 @ KTTD Premier Av, impeccable! pics & info: 970 6407287, blhartbell@ymail.com $59k OBO

CASCADE FLYERS
Paine Field based Cascade Flying Club has membership
opportunities available.
Well maintained hangered C172 and GNS430 equipped
C182 with good availability.
www.cascadeflyers.com or 425-954-3180 for info

