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by Steve Waterman

Happy New Year! What a wonderful Christmas party we had this
year with nearly 150 guests. A special thanks to our vice president
Vera Martinovich for planning such a successful event. The food was
delicious and everyone enjoyed the carolers very much. We had a
visit from Santa (Kari Seppanen) who arrived in a Beaver piloted by
John Sessions. The hangar doors were opened just as the carolers
finished. I had envisioned a wonderful surprise snow like in the
movie White Christmas but instead we were greeted with pouring rain
and blowing winds.
A special thanks to our host John Sessions and the rest of his Historic Flight staff and volunteers.
Santa gave out a number of prizes donated by our generous sponsors like Historic Flight Foundation, Castle
and Cook and others.
The new board was introduced. We thanked Paul Arrington for his service as director and welcomed our
new director Sandy Allen. And we recognized some outstanding members for their hard work this year. We
gave two Spark Plug awards. One went to Janis Wheeler for her terrific work on many events during the
year but in particular our monthly meeting speakers. The second Spark Plug went to Gary Evans also for
his work with monthly speakers but also with his contribution on the Science of Flight for Teachers
program. Our Pilot of the Year award went to Frank Hummel for his combined efforts as membership chair
and volunteer coordinator for Aviation Day. I also awarded The President’s Award to Kevin Kelly for a
whole body of accomplishments over the years, most notably his work with scholarships and Aviation
Academy. Our Sponsor of the Year was Paine Field for all of the hard work and financial investment they
contributed for Aviation Day which is really getting big.
Finally we have some exciting plans for future events. Drop me an email steve@stevewaterman.com if you
have some ideas for future events or better yet get involved with one of our projects. All members are
welcome to attend board meetings which typically take place the first Thursday of the month at 6:30PM at
the airport lounge.

February 1st General Mtg
Historic Fight Foundation
For a complete calendar go to
Chapter Business on our
Website

Jan 11th Meeting and
Program
RSVP required for
Dinner by Jan 6th
Wpa.painedinner@hotmail.com

January 11th General Meeting. Dave Waggoner’s
annual report on Paine Field
Back to Sno Isle Skill Center.
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ASOS and Automated Ceiling Reports
from PilotWorkshops.com
“How are automated ceiling reports made by an ASOS? How large an area do they
cover?”
“Even though the automated surface observation system or ASOS creates a completely
new observation every minute, they must have adequate sensor samples to develop an
accurate observation for the airport. In order to provide a representative observation, the
automated hardware must continuously collect the sensor’s real-time data over a period of
time. The automated system applies an algorithm to the collected data to extrapolate the
weather to cover a wider area.

This is especially important when considering the observation for sky cover and cloud
height. When approaching an airport, for example, pilots don’t necessarily want to know
what’s happening instantly over the sensor since it may not always be representative of
the sky condition throughout the airport’s terminal area and it might vary quite a bit
between reports.

Automated systems employ an upward-pointing laser beam ceilometer to determine sky
cover and cloud height. The cloud height indicator, for instance, transmits approximately
9,240 pulses in 12 seconds, but it’s not these individual samples that are used for the
observation. Instead, this data is collected over a period of 30 minutes before an observation is considered acceptable.

Based on field studies, 30 minutes of data provides a fairly reasonable description of sky
conditions. This means that the system will detect and process all the clouds (if any)
passing over the sensor in the past 30 minutes. To account for the latest sky conditions,
the result is biased by double weighting (or counting twice) the last 10 minutes of data.

Using the last 30 minutes of data in this way will allow the system to determine the
height and sky cover included in the surface observation and becomes a reasonable
estimate of the sky conditions that is valid over a three to five statute mile radius around
the airport.”

Officers: Paine-BOD@WPAFlys.org
President Steve Waterman 425-478-4292
paine-president@wpaflys.org
Vice President Vera Martinovich 360-6319170.
paine-vice_president@wpaflys.org
Secretary George Futas 425-828-0651
paine-secretary@wpaflys.org
Treasurer Greg Bell 206-715-0005
paine-treasurer@wpaflys.org
2011 Director Shane Morgan 425-328-8054
paine-board1@wpaflys.org
2012 Director Les Smith 425-870-2287
paine-board2@wpaflys.org
2013 Sandy Allen 425-652-6474
paine-board3@wpaflys.org
Past President Dave Wheeler 425-238-7696
paine-past_president@wpaflys.org

Paine Field
Aviation Day

Mark the date of May 18th for the
2013 Paine Field Aviation Day
We have already begun the planning.

162 Feet and Climbing
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Most pilots visit an airport control tower once during initial flight training. Visiting an Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) years later comes with a
different perspective from that first visit. Rather than being focused on equipment and the view, operational aspects now seem more interesting.
No doubt this comes from being a user of the system rather than a student.
Recently Anthony, Emilie and Erin hosted Les Smith and me during a Paine Field Control Tower visit. They were welcoming, most willing to
answer questions, and share their insights. Hospitable hosts to be sure.
A Boeing 737 was 10 miles out lined up for 16R for a touch and go of all things. It appeared much smaller than expected, a nondescript spot
against the overcast background of the sky. Even more remarkable was the single engine aircraft on an instrument approach for the same runway
between us in the control tower and the 737 further out. If the Boeing airliner was a “spot”, the single engine aircraft was a tiny speck that was
easy to lose track of. Soon the small single’s landing light came into view making all the difference in tracking its inbound course. Indeed Paine
Field’s Air Traffic Control Tower does have a regional RADAR feed that paints the picture of aircraft in the local area, but being witness to
operations and the view reminded us of the importance of being vigilant with keeping an eye out the window and maintaining separation. As we
know safe aircraft separation in Class D airspace is the pilot’s responsibility.
Over time pilots come to recognize voices from the tower, and controllers come to recognize aircraft types with their associated tail numbers and
their pilot’s voices as well. During introductions in the tower cab it was nice to have our own aircraft type and its tail number recognized by the
controllers on duty. While there one controller updated the ATIS recording. In that context the voice was unmistakably familiar.
The view from the control tower cab is spectacular! The day of our visit was not one of our better VFR weather days, despite this, the view was
terrific. My first impression was how good the 360 degree view was of the airport. Also apparent was the less than ideal visibility in some
isolated areas of the airport. A pilot’s own careful lookout while on the airport’s surface is indeed worthy of particular diligence.
The 162 foot tall Paine Field tower is staffed by a minimum of two controllers in the cab, more when work load requires. Approximately 14
controllers are assigned to the KPAE control tower.
Controllers, like pilots, encounter circumstances that confound us all. During our visit I seized the opportunity to ask the controllers what things
bug them most about us recreational GA pilots. Expected an earful, did not get one. Throughout our visit and conversations there were however
some key points made worth sharing.
Radio air time and controller work load are both limited resources. When contacting tower state the full request. For example calling
with, “Paine tower Cessna 12345”, only results in the need for an additional cycle of communications to complete the transaction.
Rather, “Paine tower Cessna 12345 over xyz with alpha inbound”.
Missed radio calls happen. After tower contact is made, paying particular attention to radio calls that might include our tail number is
key. Pilots know this, continuing to focus on this need is one of our disciplines.
When making initial contact with ground or tower, ensuring that the pilot has the current ATIS and stating so in their radio call will save
the controller from asking for confirmation.
Paine Field’s Class D airspace extends approximately 4 nautical miles. When inbound to Paine Field, calling
in at 10 nm out is a good distance to do so.
As I reflected, I was struck that we, pilots and controllers alike, are trained, tested, and competent participants in a complex system with checks and balances that keeps everything working remarkably well. We
should all find a measure of satisfaction in our involvement of this incredible system. It is amazing to me that
we can leave the Earth at Paine Field and one hamburger later return to the Earth at Paine Field as smoothly
as we do.
by Frank E. Hummel
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Legislative Corner
by Les Smith
Down at Pearson Field, the delay brokered between the FAA and the City of Vancouver has
continued beyond the 30 days originally spelled out end of September. The goal remains to have a
document from the FAA that clearly indicates the end of the “Box” concept that was proposed.
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/News.asp?submenuID=&id=127894

After a proposed ban on seaplane operations in New Mexico State Park waters, which would have
effectively banned and eliminated seaplane operations in the state, AvWeb reported this week that
the state of New Mexico has abandoned its plans. AvWeb goes on to report that a lobbying effort
by seaplane and aviation organizations deluged the NM Parks Division with hundreds of comments
opposing this rule. Based upon the comments received, and given that the Bureau of Reclamation
and United States Army Corps of Engineers already have regulations addressing seaplanes and
floatplanes, the Division did not adopt the proposed rule.
With the FAA decision permitting commercial passenger service, the city of Mukilteo has announced plans to appeal the decision, using $150,000
of taxpayers monies budgeted earlier this year. The city is moving forward based on a belief by its elected officials that the majority want the fight
continued. If this seems to you an imprudent use of public monies, you might drop a line addressed to:
Mayor Joe Marine
11930 Cyrus Way
Mukilteo, WA 98275

The State Legislative session convenes in Olympia on January 14th. The session will consider an estimated 2800 bills to come before the docket, a
projected $900 million deficit for the next two-year budget ending in mid-2015, along with money lawmakers will need to spend to improve
funding for education as directed by the state Supreme Court earlier this year. Keep your quills sharpened and your papyrus dry. 2013 may well
be a year of communicating with your state legislators.

It has been a tumultuous series of events leading into this Holiday season. Counter the tide with a spontaneous act of kindness. Take the time to
gather your loved ones close and celebrate what is my hope for you – a safe and comforting holiday season.

Be and Remain a Paine Field Chapter WPA Member!
You might rightly ask why? There are numerous reasons to be a member. The most profound of which is to support what we all care about,
flying! Plain and simple.
But wait, there’s more. For $31 a year your membership dues give you access to the largest WPA chapter in the state of Washington, approximately 200 like-minded individuals. Together as a group we; meet monthly for a meeting and dinner, go flying together many Saturday mornings
(if you bring an airplane or not), enjoy a generously provided 15 cent per gallon fuel discount from Castle
and Cooke at PAE and AWO with a current membership by 28 FEB, several annual social events, access to
the Stuart Island WPA cabin, subscription to the state WPA Wings newspaper, and more.
Also if you like for an additional $25 a subscription to GA News.
The Washington Pilots Association engages actively in Advocacy, Outreach, Education, and Social Activities.
Why not be a member?
Questions? Let me know. Paine-membership@wpaflys.org
Frank E. Hummel
WPA Paine Field Chapter – Membership Director

2012 Award Winners
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Frank Hummel Pilot of the Year. This is the highest award the Chapter may
give. The nominations shall be a licensed pilot judged to have made outstanding
contribution(s) to the advancement of general aviation throughout the past year.
Recipient of this award shall be nominated for the State WPA Pilot of the Year
competition.

Paine Field Airport Staff Sponsor of the Year. To be awarded to the individual,
group, or company who contributes most significantly in helping the Chapter to
achieve its stated goals. This contribution should not be a financial one but rather
should be based on the greatest contribution of effort, expertise, donated services
or facilities and leadership training by the example it sets.

Gary Evans and Janis Wheeler Sparkplug of the
Year. This Award shall be given to the person or
persons, who by their enthusiasm, talent, leadership
ability and hard work inspire others to get involved
and actively participate in the projects of the
Chapter.

The President’s Award to Kevin Kelly An award, not given on an annual basis,
for special recognition of major accomplishments over the years,
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Joint Paine Field Chapter of WPA and Historic Flight Foundation Volunteer's Christmas Party

The Dickens Carolers

The new and the old chapter officers
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Toy donations for Christmas House collected at the Christmas Party

Toys at the Christmas House waiting for the children

Page 8

The IFR Refresher was a successful event. We had 15 attend and everyone brought their charts or Ipad’s ready to start the day. We
started right on time at 9:00am with hot coffee, muffins, and eager minds ready to learn. Topics and discussions included - IFR Flight Plan and
Preparation from KPAE- Medford, En-route – Airways & Off Airways and GPS, Instrument Approach Procedures- VOR & ILS, Instrument
Approach Procedures- GPS, and Regional Hints and Gotch’s. As your Safety and Education Coordinator I want to thank George Futas for
facilitating, Vera Martinovich was there to support, and a special thanks goes out to everyone that attended. I am a new member to this community
and received my multi-engine commercial rating last June and am excited to continue creating programs for this chapter. We are looking to host a
maintenance session soon and my goal is to have a monthly session offered. Please email your ideas about future programs.
Jason.Kloster@gmail.com
Sincerely,
Jason Kloster
Safety and Education Coordinator
cell 206 679-3311
Resource Links from course
AOPA Safety Foundation Interactive Courses http://www.aopa.org/asf/online_courses/ Sky Vector – Flight Planning and Charts http://
skyvector.com/ DUAT – Flight Planning & WX Briefing https://www.duat.com/ NOAA goes-NE Pacific satellite-Flash http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/
goes/west/nepac/flash-avn.html SkewT charts-NOAA http://rucsoundings.noaa.gov/ ADDS - Winds_Temp_Icing-NOAA_NWS http://
www.aviationweather.gov/adds/winds/

It was a windy, wet, and icy (in the clouds) day on Dec 1 when 15 IFR rated (but not necessarily current) pilots attended the 3-hour Paine
Chapter IFR Refresher course. The intent of the course was to refresh the planning details for conducting a safe flight, what ATC expects from IFR
pilots, some of the things that get people in trouble, and the tools the CFII’s find most helpful.
The course was based on elements of planning and conducting a cross country IFR flight from KPAE to KMFR (Medford, OR), with a liberal dose
of things to pay attention to, ways to simplify the planning, and “gotchas” to be aware of (for those that haven’t looked at the chart and IAP
details in a while). Time was devoted to the tools available for determining weather trends and conditions during the planned flight and approach.
A list of IFR references used is on the Chapter website. Since KMFR is in a valley surrounded by high terrain, it deserves careful attention to the
weather, route, IAP, airplane performance, and especially the missed approach procedure. Also, the considerations for an alternate airport, and
how to get there were discussed. On Nov 30-Dec 1 the winds aloft were 30-50kts from the south as a major front was coming through. It
provided an interesting look at the weather data available and class discussion regarding what to expect, could the trip be made safely and legal in a
C-182, and other considerations. The class was conducted by WPA Paine Chapter CFII’s George Futas, Dave Wheeler, and Vera Martinovich.

Warm Regards,
George

Happy New Year, from your Editor.
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Now is the time for all good members to come to the aide of their
Newsletter Editor.
Places you visit, the aircraft you fly, things you have learned, things
you think you should learn.
Share your experiences, share you thoughts,
share your photos,share your passion for
aviation.
Red.Skyhawk@Frontier. com

CLASSIFIED ADS
Advertisements are free to WPA members for aviation related items and/or services
Space limitations will give priority to Chapter members
Paid advertising is available for non-aviation ads in the state WPA WINGS newspaper

BFR’s and Tail Wheel endorsements in your Single
or Multi-Engine aircraft. Also Sea Plane qualified.
Contact Alan Negrin, CFI, MEI. 425-285-9162
Hangar space available. Any size aircraft up to
a 737 will fit. 28 ft ceiling will accommodate
Caravans and Beavers on floats.
office and shop space also available. Nash Creek
Companies,Tim Adamson, 678-472-4633

Featured on the cover of ABS magazine August, 2007.
Our stunning 1992 F33A Bonanza needs to find a new home as the
)$$ZRQ·WOHWPHIO\DQ\PRUH7XUER-Normalized, TKS-equipped
and loaded with plenty of capability including 1,247 pounds of
useful load! Coupled GPS with roll-steering automatic pilot.

,W·V\RXUGUHDPDLUSODQH

IFR rating and IPC instruction in your airplane.
BFR’s, VFR & IFR proficiency training, and High
Performance AC training/endorsement. Special rate
for WPA members.
Contact George Futas, CFII ASME, Cell: 425-2604445 E: gfutas@gmail.com

Approximately 2200 Hours Total Time
290 Hours on a Turbo-Normalized IO-550 w/GAMIjectors ² 300 HP!
TKS Weeping Wing Ice Protection System with Heated Stall Warning Vane
GNS-480 WAAS Approach-Certified GPS/KX-155/KR-87/KT-76A
KFC-200 Flight Director/Autopilot with Roll-Steering/Slaved Gyro/HSI
PS Engineering Model 7000 Audio Panel with Intercom and Recorder
Altitude Alerter with Transponder Output Monitor
All Cylinder CHT/EGT +TIT Graphic Engine Monitor with Memory/Output
Fuel Management Computer with Digital/LED Gauges
Osborne Metal Tip Tanks ² 120 Gallon Total Fuel Capacity
High-Capacity Oxygen System with Range-Maximizer Flow Regulators
Standby Alternator and Instrument Pressure Pump
HID Landing Light/Remote Landing Gear Lights/Rosen Sun Visors
ZAON XRX Anti-Collision Warning System/DAVTRON Digital Clock/OAT
Bendix WX-1000 Stormscope
Contact: Jim Posner (415) 990-0664
Cygnet Chart Desk/5th Seat Available
jimposner@comcast.net
Serial Number CE-1663
Excellent Paint (2007) and Ultra-Leather Interior Condition
No Damage History/All Logs/Hangared/Fresh Annual and IFR Cert.
Located at KPWT in Washington State
Best offer over $279,500 takes it!
Ask about her hangar ² LW·VIRUVDOHWRR

Experienced pilot looking for share ownership in well maintained IFR/GPS equipped C-210, Cardinal RG, or Bonanza. Contact George Futas
425.260.4445, gfutas@gmail.com
One half share in 1988 Mooney 252 with the engine upgrade to an Encore (220hp and increased MGTOW to 3130 lbs).
This plane is hangared at Paine Field. Photos and specs are on the link below.
Plane is a great flyer with the new Garmin GTN750 recently installed, Aspen HSI, CNX80 GPS
nav/com as the number two nav/com, GTX330 transponder with traffic information system (great for flying around here and avoiding hitting other
airplanes), and TKS deicing system.
If you are interested please contact Henry Hochberg at: aeroncadoc@comcast.net
Price now set at 90K for the one half share. Here is a website with some pictures.
home.comcast.net/~johnabbott1952/site/?/page/Mooney_252_Partnership_For_Sale/&PHPSESSID=6ee44d52d48e26b35acb0f2cb6911fed

